Welcome to

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Loving God, Serving Others
Third Sunday in Pentecost
June 14,2026

Moses tells the Israelites that they are called to be a priestly kingdom and a holy people.
Jesus sends out the disciples as laborers into the harvest. In baptism we too are anointed
for ministry, sharing God’s compassion with our needy world. From the Lord’s table we
go forth to proclaim the good news, to heal the sick, and to share our bread with the
hungry.



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN ELW 663

Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word
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| Spread, oh, spread, al - might -y Word, spread the reign of God the Lord.

2 Tell of our Re-deem-er’s grace, who, to save our hu- man race

3 Tell of God the Spir-it giv'’n now to guideus on to heav'n,

4 Lord of har-vest, great and kind, rouse to ac-tion heart and mind;
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Send forth our Cre - a - tor’s call, heav-en’s gifts ex - tend to all.
and to pay re - bel-lion’s price, gave him-self as sac - i - fice.
strong and ho - ly, just and true, work-ing both to will and do.
let the gath-’ring na - tions all see your light and heed your call.

Text: Jonathan F. Bahnmaier, 1774184 (; tr. Lutheran Book af Worship, alt.

Music: GOTT SEI DANK, 1. A. Frevlinghausen, Geisireiches Gesangbuch, 1704

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
n gonrinll, T 4 Pr—
)°A L‘ . { i o — } I | N 1 [ {
B (o R A e e o s e e e s
J " |
Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lambof God,
9]
A o | | ! 1 ) s ! ]
Db & | swosil | | | | I Y I (Y2 I 1 X |
I (0 R B _—_—- S—— A —  a—
S — —— A —
J — i [ J
you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer-cy on us;
n I ' [ovomn ' i
Y. aanaow | { 1 1 1 | I r A I 1 |
4 W S Y | | | | &
= ——o—o—*—F e e~ — —
N o ¥ } bl
V)
you are scat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: Te - ceive our  prayer.
0 e
) A o —— I
F AN b LY} LY} 1 | o | 1
v o »
For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone arc the Lord,
e ——— e T
e M ] i Y i_'_*,L,
ANIY ] { I 1 I 1 { [ oot
J [ | L
you a - lonc are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir - it,
0 p— —
S—— — ] |
J S=s = ——
in the glo -ry of God the Fa - ther A - men




PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself.
Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the
blessings of your realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Exodus 19:2-8a
At Sinai God assured Israel, “You shall be my treasured possession,” and commissioned
them to serve as mediating priests for the nations. The people commit themselves

completely to God’s will.

?[The Israelites] journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped
in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain.’ Then Moses went up to
God; the LORrRD called to him from the mountain, “Thus you shall say to the house of
Jacob and tell the Israelites: ¥ *You have seen what I did to the Egyptians and how I bore
you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. * Now, therefore, if you obey my voice
and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples.
Indeed, the whole earth is mine, “ but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy
nation.” These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.”

7So Moses went, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these
words that the LORD had commanded him. # The people all answered as one, “Everything
that the LORD has spoken we will do.”

Psalm: Psalm 100
We are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture. (Ps. 100:3)

' Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all you lands!
*Serve the LOrRD with gladness; come into God’s presence with a song.
*Know that the LORD is God, our maker to whom we belong;
we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture.
“ Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving and the courts with praise;
give thanks and bless God’s holy name.
*Good indeed is the LORD, whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from age to age.



Second Reading: Romans 5:1-8
We are no longer God'’s enemies but have peace with God because we were brought into

a right relationship with God through Christ’s death.

' Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
> through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and we boast in
our hope of sharing the glory of God. > And not only that, but we also boast in our
afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, * and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, *and hope does not put us to shame, because
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to
us.

s For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed,
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone
might actually dare to die. * But God proves his love for us in that while we still were

sinners Christ died for us.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!
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The gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 9:35-10:8 [9-23]
The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of Jesus himself. Here, he
instructs his first disciples as to how they might proclaim the gospel through their words

and deeds.

5 Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness.
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3 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them because they were harassed and
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. * Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is
plentiful, but the laborers are few; * therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out
laborers into his harvest.”

101 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean
spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. > These are the
names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew;
James son of Zebedee and his brother John; * Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and
Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus and Thaddaeus; * Simon the Cananaean
and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.

s These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not take a road
leading to gentiles, and do not enter a Samaritan town, ¢ but go rather to the lost sheep of
the house of Israel. ” As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has
come near.’ ¢ Cure the sick; raise the dead; cleanse those with a skin disease; cast out
demons. You received without payment; give without payment. [° Take no gold, or silver,
or copper in your belts, ¥ no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff, for
laborers deserve their food. "' Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is
worthy, and stay there until you leave. * As you enter the house, greet it. ** If the house is
worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you.
' If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your
feet as you leave that house or town. * Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the
land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.

15T am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents
and innocent as doves. '? Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog
you in their synagogues, '* and you will be dragged before governors and kings because
of me, as a testimony to them and the gentiles.  When they hand you over, do not worry
about how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given
to you at that time, * for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking
through you. *' Sibling will betray sibling to death and a father his child, and children will
rise against parents and have them put to death, ?? and you will be hated by all because of
my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. # When they persecute you
in this town, flee to the next, for truly I tell you, you will not have finished going through
all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.”]

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE PASTOR BOB HANSEN
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I Love to Tell the Story
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11 love to tell the sto - ry of un - seen things a - bove,
2 1 love to tell the sto - ry:how pleas-ant to re - peat
31 love to tcll the sto - ry, for thosc who know it best
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of Je - sus and his glo - ry, of Je - sus and his love.
what seems, each time |1 tell it more won-der-ful - ly swect!
seem hun - ger-ing and thirst-ing  to hear it like the rest.
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1 love to tell the sto - ry, be - cause 1 know it's true;

I love to tell the sto - ry, for some have nev - er heard
And when, in scenesof glo - ry, I sing the new, new  song,
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it sat - is - fies my long-ings as noth - ing else would do.
the mes-sage of sal - va - tion from God’s own ho - ly word.
rua sing the old, old sto-ry that 1 have loved so long.

Refrain
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1 love to tell the sto-ry; ’twill be my theme in  glo-ry

0 1 } : L L '

“mb‘?.__,_lf_'__qﬁf_]j - { | — : D |
y R I e —— 71

N i ! |24 1 { | [ & |

J } { ] ] - I
to tcll  the old, old sto-ry of Je - sus and his  love.

Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911
Music: HANKEY, William E. Fischer, 1849-1936



APOSTLES' CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the
world.

A brief silence.
God of freedom, you ransomed Israel from slavery to be a holy people. As we observe

Juneteenth this coming week, free us also to be a people who proclaim your liberating

love. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of creation, you call all the earth to make a joyful noise to you. Let us join the
chorus of the natural world in proclaiming your glory. God of grace,
hear our prayer.



God of the nations, you sent Jesus as peace for all of humankind. Bring an end to war and
conflict, bring hope to places devasted by destruction, and sustain those who advocate for
peace. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of grace, you pour hope and love into our hearts in times of shame and doubt.
Protect those experiencing housing insecurity. Uplift anyone struggling with
hopelessness, illness, or other worries. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of all, you call your children to serve in a plentiful harvest. Give us the wisdom to
know how best to serve our local community and our neighbors. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of faith, we give thanks for the saints who earnestly seek you. Guide us as we seek
to follow those who have led your church. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to
you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise.....we praise your name and join their unending hymn.
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Words of Institution

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.

We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.



Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
CONSECRATION OF COMMUNION

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, As we forgive those ,
hallowed be thy name, who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come, And lead us not into temptation
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.
on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,

Give us this day our daily bread; and the power and the glory,
and forgive us our trespasses, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in his mission to the world
BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,

+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
Amen.



SENDING HYMN ELW 5835

Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises

Haleluya! Pelo tsa rona

Refrain— sung twice each time
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Text: South African: tr. Freedom Is Conting, 1984
Music: HALELUYA! PELO TSA RONA, South African
Tr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

14



DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

Join us for a presentation of Pastor Bob and Lynn Hansen’s
trip to Africa during coffee fellowship following worship.
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Presiding today:
Pastor Bob Hansen
Michael Graddy - Musician
Judy Sisler - Reader

OFFICE HOURS/CONTACT INFORMATION:
Monday - Thursday; 8 am-1 pm
Phone: 815-758-3203
Website: bethlehemdekalb.org
E-mail: belcdekalb(@comcast.net
Facebook: bethlehemdekalb

The Week Ahead
Monday 6/15 12:30 Cut-Ups
Tuesday 6/16 3-5 FMS Pantry Open
7-9:30 HarmonEssence
Wednesday 6/17 10:30 FMS Pick up
Noon — VAC Lunch Served
7-9 Crosswinds Flute Choir
Thursday 6/18 8:30 FMS Pick up
9:30-11:30 FMS Pantry Open
10:30 Martha’s Sisters
Saturdayv 6/20 8:30/9:30 FMS Pick ups

Sunday 6/21

9:30 Worship
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