7 he JRethlehem  Stav

January 2026

“Looking Forward through Jesus’ Eyes”

First, I want to say Blessed New Year 2026. Wow! Where did 2025 go? The new year is a new start. Some
make resolutions. There are those who welcome an opportunity to see what adventures the New Year will
bring. Hopefully we take wisdom, experience, hope and a certain amount of risk into 2026. The important
thing is to grow one’s life and keep it God centered and meaningful.

Last summer, I went to Northern Minnesota with Lynn to visit relatives. While there we went to a delightful
small town Lutheran church. The Pastor said, in her sermon, “When you drive a car, you have a rear-view
mirror which is 6 inches by 3 inches to keep an eye on traffic flow. Meanwhile you have a windshield which is
5 feet by 3 feet in front of you. Why would you spend a lot of time looking back, when you have the world in

front of you?”

Sometimes we say, “Remember how it used to be? The good old friends, church was full before Covid, people
used to talk out their differences and spam calls were rare.” God created us to be in the present. We have a
New Year ahead, let’s live each day to the fullest with Christ as the center.

There is a Christmas tree of possibilities we can take into the New Year: There is no promise of tomorrow for a
person of any age, so God gives us the gift of another day. This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and
be glad in it. (Psalm 118:24) Look for Jesus intentionally. [ am in you and you are in me. Whenever you
minister to the least of these my children, you’ve ministered to me. Volunteer. There is a secret to volunteering.
You will receive more than you give. “If you want to be greatest among you, serve the rest.” (Matthew 23:11)
There are volunteer activities which will welcome whatever talents you offer (reading, stuffing envelopes,
feeding others, talking on the telephone or just being a good neighbor).  Share your wisdom with the young.
They need your experience, knowledge and are inspired by your support. Forbid not the children to come unto
me, for of such is the kingdom of God.” Pray. Too busy? Distracted? Need help? What if you see prayer as
holistic Living Prayer. (1 Thessalonians 5:17) Dedicate words, activities your love as part of your prayer in a
day. “Live in the Shadow of the Almighty.” (Psalm 91:1) Know that Jesus is there for you, he dwells in your
heart. The Holy Spirit will supply the words, and our Creator will supply the resources. Learn to love, respect
and appreciate yourself, you are God’s Creation. “Sing!” Jesus loves me this I know.”

Let us have a happy, healthy and abundant New Year as we move forward as a welcoming church called
Bethlehem Lutheran. It is a blessing to walk with you into 2026.

Peace and love on the journey,
Pastor Bob



Pulpit Schedule

January
1/4 Pastor Sharon Rogers
1/11 Pastor Sharon Rogers
1/18 Pastor Sharon Rogers
1/25 Pastor Bob Hansen

January Birthdays 8P,
Py A

7 Harry Huhta
10 Doris Riippi
18 Carolyn Siebens
27 Barb Luchsinger

Feed My Sheep Food Pantry
The November clients served are as follows:

2025 2024
Households 446 462
Individuals 1370 1400
Chitdren 432 326
# of Pantries 7 9
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NOVEMBER FINANCIALS
Income 38,078.00
Expenses - 14,636.90
Surplus 23,441.10

Flooring Project Update

The flooring for the renovation project in the fellowship hall, hallway, and the multi-purpose rooms has been
ordered. We have scheduled the week of March 8th to have the floors stripped by Clean USA and the new
flooring installed by Delano’s. This project will involve a lot of planning, packing, and moving furniture and
appliances for both Club 55 and Bethlehem’s Food Pantry.

There is still time if you are interested in supporting this project to donate to the Flooring Improvements
Fund. Please identify your contribution when giving. To date, we have received $500 in member donations.
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You are invited to

When: Saturday January 17th
from 2-5pm (open house)
Where: Oak Crest Retirement
Center in the Vista Room (Door 4)
2944 Greenwood Acres Drive

| DeKalb, IL
(Please omit gifts, your presence is
gift enough)




Thanks to Andy and Deb Velez for donating
an "OPEN" sign for the food pantry. Our
clients will now be able to know when our
pantry is open.

OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Thursday

8 am - 1 pm

CHURCH

OFFICE HOURS

Christmas Poinsettias

Bob & Donna Rae Fwing & Family in memory of loved ones
Rev. Bob and Lynn Hansen in honor of Bethlehem
Margie Hargrave in memory of Carl Hargrave
Don & Sherry Krehl in memory of our parents
Bruce, Barb, & Amanda Luchsinger in memory of loved ones
Fd & Judy Sisler in memory of loved ones

Thank you to the volunteers who help make

everything run smoothly week to week.
Readers, Communion Assistants,
Council Members, Counters,
Worship & Music, Food Pantry,
Coffee Fellowship
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VAC Lunches are served at Club 55 every Wednesday at noon
Suggested Donation: $4.00
(Stay for Bingo! Following lunch)

1/7 - Pork Chop, Baked Potato, Spinach, Apricots

1/14 - Roast Turkey w/Gravy, Sweet Potatoes,
Broccoli, Pineapple

1/21 - Roast Beef w/Gravy, Mash potatoes,
California Blend, mandarin ovanges, cake

1/28 - Beef Patty w/ﬁun, American Cheese,
Potato Salad, Corn, Sliced Peaches

If you'd like a lunch, call ahead to 815-758-8616 to add your
name to the [ist.



Winter Wellness "
notiuies '

COZU up to a classw movie
* Try daily gentle chair stretches

* Qi 9 warm cuP of herbal tea or coco

* 0Pen ul 3 new hooks

* Create a SimPle craft, or write a leb ter

* Enjoy a Puzzle or game

* Try anew easy reciPe

* Warm Your SPace with a candle or diffuger

* Look out, the window for winter birde

* Put on Some Soft, mugic

* Take a few long deeP breathg and relax ./ /

(]
-ﬁﬁol:IﬁOT Famlly Service Agency

rengthening Individuals & Families
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