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ELCA Good Gifts—a catalog is available in the office or you can go
on-line to ELCA.org/goodgifts to see the catalog. Purchase some
chicks or a goat! Items are God’s Global Barnyard, clean water,
women & children, agriculture, health & nutrition, and more.

Hope Haven’s “Night by Night” is back! “Helping the Homeless One
Night At A Time” Sponsor a night for $25 which provides 3 meals,
and warm bed for the night and services for 1 person. Mail your do-
nation to: Hope Haven, 1145 Rushmore Dr, DeKalb IL 60115 or visit
their website at www.hopehavendekalb.com.

Please help support the Rochelle Veterinary Hospital’s team as they
travel with the Christian Veterinary Missions to do a short-term trip
in Belize in July 2025. Our own Dawn George will be traveling with
this group as she works at the Rochelle Vet Hospital. More infor-
mation is available in the church office.

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Naperville will be hosting a dinner
on February 22, 2024, to raise money for their trip in 2026 to
Mozambique . The school at the Lutheran Church in Chimoio,
Mozambique has 300 children and use ePap Food Nutrition to feed
the children. The principal of the school and his wife will be in at-
tendance to share their opportunity. Contact saragmito@gmail.com
or 630-386-7194 if you need more information.

The Civil Rights Tour will be held September 19-26, 2025.
Information and pricing is available in the office. The tour is being
coordinated by Compass Travel in DeKalb.
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Grace and peace from the one was and is and is to come again, Jesus the
Christ. As we enter this new time in the Church year of Advent, we're
continuing to explore what it means to bless people by looking at the “E”
in the acronym BLESS. Here are the highlights of this way to move to-
ward spiritual conversations with others.

Bethlehem Star

December 2024

B — Begin with prayer. Pray and ask God to open doors and provide
opportunities to begin forming relationships with your neighbors and
others you don’t know well.

L — Listen with care. Listen to their stories, learn more about them,
and work at building connections. Invite them to Blue Christmas on
December 18" @ 4pm or Christmas Eve @ 4pm.

E — Eat together. Share a meal with your neighbors or friends. We all
can think of a time someone made us feel welcomed and valued,
simply by having a meal together.

S — Serve in love. Maybe you've heard the phrase, "See a need, meet
a need." Make a habit of noticing your neighbors or friends needs and
helping where you can.

S — Share the story of what God has done. After putting in the leg
work to build a relationship, now is the time to share what God has
done in your life and what Jesus means to you. Share the Christmas
story.

Eating is one of the fastest ways to move a relationship from acquaint-
ance to friendship. Who can you eat with (or have a coffee with) in this
month of feasting that is far from God? Who can you try a new recipe
together with? How about gathering some friends or family or a neighbor
and create a meal or have a cookie exchange (that’s what I am doing).
Bake some cookies or special Christmas treats together.

Bonding over a shared activity like food creates a great space to start
some meaningful conversations.
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