Welcome to

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Loving God, Serving Others
Eleventh Sunday in Pentecost
August 9, 2026 |

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer
silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus
says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the
calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the
refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a
sign of God’s presence to others.



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN ELW 632

O God, Our Help in Ages Past
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1 O God, our help in a-ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 Un-der the shad-ow of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be - fore the hills in or-der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges in your sight are like an eve-ning gone,
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our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:
suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense is  sure.
from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to  end-less years the same.
short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris - ing  sun.

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 6 O God, our help in ages past,
bears all our years away; our hope for years to come,
they fly forgotten, as a dream still be our guard while troubles last
dies at the op’ning day. and our eternal home.

Text: Isaac Watts, 16741748, alt.
Music: S1. Anng, William Croft, 16781727

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid.
Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and
preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: 1 King 19:9-18

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God'’s
presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.
God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are
still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his

own successor.

b2l

? At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Eljjah] came to a cave and spent the night there.

- Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
" He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets
with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

'""He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about
to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and
breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind, and after the
wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake, '> and after the earthquake a
fire, but the LORD was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. * When
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance
of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
' He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets
with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” '* Then the
LoRrD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you
arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. * Also you shall anoint Jehu son of
Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah
as prophet in your place. 7 Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill,
and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. * Yet I will leave seven
thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has

not kissed him.”



Psalm: Psalm 85:8-13
T will listen to what the LORD God is saying. (Ps. 85:8)

5T will listen to what the LORD God is saying; for you speak peace to
your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you.
“Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land.
w0 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
't Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
2 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.
s Righteousness shall go before the LORD
| and shall prepare for God a pathway.

Second Reading: Romans 10:5-13

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift
received in the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word
creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an
indispensable component of God’s saving actions.

s Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person
who does these things will live by them.” ¢ But the righteousness that comes from faith
says, “Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ
down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the
dead). * But what does it say?
“The word is near you,
in your mouth and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), ® because if you confess with your mouth that
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved. " For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with
the mouth, leading to salvation. ' The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will
be put to shame.” ' For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is
Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. " For “everyone who calls on the name
of the Lord shall be saved.”

4 RBut how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they
to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without



someone to proclaim him? ** And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As
it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!
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The gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail
despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the
disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt.

**[Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea
of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.” And after he had dismissed the crowds, he
went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, > but
by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was
against them. ** And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. * But
when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a
ghost!” And they cried out in fear. " But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said,
“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”



2 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.”
» He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came
toward Jesus. * But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and,
beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” *! Jesus immediately reached out his
hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” ** When
they got into the boat, the wind ceased. ** And those in the boat worshiped him, saying,
“Truly you are the Son of God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE PASTOR SHARON ROGERS
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 763

My Life Flows On in Endless Song
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1 My life flows on in  end - less song; a- bove earth’s lam-en - ta - tiomn,
2 Through all the tu - mult and the strife, I hear that mu-sic ring - ing.
3  What thoughmy joys and com-forts die?  The Lord my Sav-ior liv - cth.

4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my beart, a foun-tain ev -er spring-ing!
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I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new cre - a - tion.
It finds an ech - o in my soul. Howcan 1 keep from sing-ing?
What though the dark - ness gath-er round? Songs in the night he giv - eth.
All  things are mine since 1 am his! How can 1 keep from sing-ing?

Refrain
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No storm can shake my in-most calm  while to that Rock I'm cling-ing.
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Since Christ is Lord of heav-en and earth,how can I keep from sing-ing?

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: FIOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING, Robert Lowry, alt,



APOSTLES' CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and
all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.
We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may be heard.
Where your voice is scorned and your people persecuted, strengthen the church in its

faithful witness. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve biodiversity in all its
variety and help ecosystems to survive the extremes of a changing climate. Move our
hearts with compassion to join in this work. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in positions of
authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to respond with Christlike
mercy to all who are afraid or in danger. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in your loving
presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who suffer. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life amid a
turbulent world. Guide council members, elders, and other church leaders with your still,

calm voice. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our earthly journey,
that we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the
‘name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise.....we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

D
| A I ) T 1 T ]
| IV W SN | I I | 7 ol i o Py . vy I 1
RN = ) 1.1 [ I it ol ] et I &> 1
RNV Ao i | | 11 | [ I | e §

) N ' I 1 y i

San - 1o, san - Io, san - to_es el Se - fAor,
Ho - ly ho - ly, ho - ly Lod . . .. God,

0| :
| IS AT t " I I I I T ] 1 3 I ]

F { 1 [} 1 i I I ] 1 I 1
e e e e e = - - — | ] |

v - > ©

Dios del w - ni - ver - so; san - to_es el Se - fior
God of might and pow - er; ho - ly is the Loxd.
[ Q ID I T : I { . I 1
e —— —————— |
1 i1 1 | et ot i ool | 1
NV busd ol I I | - ! ) | I I A ol 1
~} I ! 1 | I I ! |
San -~ 1o, san - 1o, san - lo, san - to_ex el Se -~ oy,
Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - 1y, ho - ly Lord . . . God,

0.1 ;
| AN A4 i 1 1 | I | I 1 1} 1 I I
LA bl i { { 1 1] { ] 1 i I 1 3 I ]

P ———a——w o o =
o el Ll € -
Dios del u - ni - ver - so; san - loes el Se - jorn

God of might and pow - er; ho - ly 18 the Lord.

0.1 . A
" - — — - - } : T ]
s Pb—) 1 f f el | T A— — o ! e A USSR o i
LAY — 1] 1 I 1 [ A L i H ) H

> ! | ! ! } ] } !

Ho - san - na en el cie - lo, ho - san - na en ta
Ho -san - na - in the high - est, ho - san - ma here on

0 | > . , ,
| AN 3. 1 I X I I 1 | I 1 3 " ]
{2 b | 1 1 ~ T i | !l !l ‘: } = } i ;
! Ega & . . ﬁ l el | D~ » { 1

J T - L J

tie - rra. Ben - di - fo el que vie ~ neen el
earth. . . . . Blest s he who comes in the
{ Q lV T I T T 1] I T ]
55 1 1 1 t T ‘1 1 1 o o  ——s—
£ (a5 T = S—— — I | - =i T f
I el r - i [ | i )] H 1
J v‘“\—s..______’—ﬁ’/ ) ' ' '
nom - bre  del Se - For Ho - san - na en el
name . . . of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the
I Q r | } T - T .4 ]
kﬁ\-‘—i?—b-—d—w———i ! —a - e " . | =} |
| 3= il i I~ j <. 1 ]
MR o T t I 1 A bt p= ]
o i 1 ' 1 f -
cie - o, ho - san - na en la tie - rmra. Ben -
high - est, ho - san - na here  on carth.

0O | ; , . ;
e | e s — il
Hos>b—e [ r i & 1 J——F«—«M’"’ah ! f
LA S 1 1 I N §

) r T

di - 1o el que vie - neen el nom - bre  del Se - 7Aor

Blest is he who c¢omes in  the name . . . of the Lord.



Words of Institution

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.

We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, As we forgive those
hallowed be thy name, who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come, And lead us not into temptation
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.
on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,
Give us this day our daily bread; and the power and the glory,

and forgive us our trespasses, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!
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COMMUNION HYMN

ELW 862

Praise, Praise! You Are My Rock
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I Praise, praise! You are my rock. The wind, the waves are high. You hold me
2 Praise, praise! You are my rock. My des - ert sand is dry. You break the
3 Praise, praise! You are my rock. You calm the fear and pain. One word of
4 Praise, praise! You are my rock. You host the ta-ble set. We break the
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when the waves are strong. You hold me lest 1 die, die.
rock, a - 1iv -er flows. You hear me when I cry, cry.
faith and [ am well, I rise to praise and walk - gain.
bread, we drink the cup; we know whom we have met, have  met
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Praise, praise! O God, you are my rock.
5 Praise, praise! You are my rock. 6 Praise, praise! You are my rock.

The Easter grave is sealed;
you roll the stone—you, God, alone—

then sin and death are healed, are healed.

Praise, praise! O God, you are my rock.

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926

Music: ZACHARY WOODS ROCK, Rusty Edwards, b. 1955

Textand music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

You stood high on a hill.
A holy cloud: you are on high.

Be still, my heart, be still, be sull.
Praise, praise! O God, you are my rock.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid lcense from copyright administrator,
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in his mission to the world.
BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,

7T one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN (see page 16)

DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

15



SENDING HYMN ACS 1024

Here on Jesus Christ I Will Stand
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flood, and I'm saved be - cause of  his blood.
days, Je - sus Christ will  be my heart’s praise.
fear; in Christ’s righ - teous - ness I am here.

Text: Kenyan hymn; adapt. Greg Scheer, b. 1966

Music: KWAKE YESU NASIMAMA, Kenyan melody; adapt. Greg Scheer

Text © 2007 East African Annual Conference, admin, General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik
English adapt. and arr. & 2007 Greg Sclicer, admin, General Board of Global Ministrics, GBGMusik

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

16



