Welcome to

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Loving God, Serving Others
Third Sunday of Easter
April 19,2026

Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness,
loss, and disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to
redeem Israel! Yet the risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in the
breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the scriptures are
proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and wine is poured. The story of
Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s day.



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Thanksgiving for Baptism

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!

Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.
We thank you for the waters that nourish us.

Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with o1l and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.
Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.
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Now the Green Blade Rises
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I Now the green blade rnis - es from the Dbur -ied grain,
2 In the grave they laid him, love by ha-tred  slain,
3 Forth he came at Eas - ter like the T1is - en grain,
4 When our hearts are  win - try, griev-ing, or in pain,
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wheat that in dark ecarth man -y days has  lain;
think - ing that he  would nev - er wake a - gain,
he that for three days in  the grave had  lain;
your touch can  call us. back to life .a - gain,
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love lives a - gain, that with the dead has been;
Iaid in the carth like grain that sleeps un - seen;
raised  from the dead, my liv - ing Lord is seen;
fields of our  Thearts that dead and bare have been;
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love is come a - gain like wheat a - ris - ing green.

Text: John Macl.eod Camphell Crom, 18721958
Music: NOEL NOUVELILT, Breach carol
Text from Oxford Book of Carols, @ Oxford Universily Press 1928, All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyaght administratos.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



KYRIE

0-¢ 5 | —
@ .
J -
| Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor -ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claim you; Lord a - lone, to  you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa - ther of sur - pass -ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a-bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir - it, in the Fa-ther’s splen - dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!




PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread.
Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 36-41

Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following the giving of the
Holy Spirit to the apostles on the day of Pentecost. The center of his preaching is the bold
declaration that God has made the crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ.

" Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]:
% “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him

both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

“”Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the
other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” * Peter said to them, “Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven,
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. ** For the promise is for you, for your
children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.”
* And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” * So those who welcomed his message were
baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.

Psalm: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
I will call on the name of the LORD. (Ps. 116:13)

'] love the LLORD, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supplication,
*for the LORD has given ear to me
whenever I called.
* The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me;
I came to grief and sorrow.
"Then I called upon the name of the LORD:
“O LORD, I pray you, save my life.”



2How shall I repay the LORD

for all the good things God has done for me?
13T will lift the cup of salvation

and call on the name of the LORD.
141 will fulfill my vows to the LORD

-in the presence of all God’s people.

'S Precious in your sight, O LORD,

is the death of your servants.

16 O LORD, truly I am your servant,
[ am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds.

171 will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call upon the name of the LORD.

T will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God’s people,

“in the courts of the LORD’s house,
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!

Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:17-23

The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand that they are
strangers in a strange land. Christians no longer belong to this age. Through the death of
Christ we belong to God, so that our focus, faith, and hope are no longer on such things

as silver or gold.

7If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each person’s
work, live in fear during the time of your exile. ' You know that you were ransomed
from the futile conduct inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like
silver or gold " but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or
blemish. * He was destined before the foundation of the world but was revealed at the
end of the ages for your sake. 2 Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised
him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your trust and hope are in God.

2 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you
have genuine mutual affection, love one another deeply from the heart. # You have been
born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring

word of God.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

N_| p—
v . . f —— ———m =
? i i
& = s T EmETEa
V) i a - &
Al - le-lu - ia!  Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in wus; speak un - Gl our hearts are stired.
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Al - Je-lu - ia!
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Lord, we sing

for

the good news that you bring.

The gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 24:13-35
The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers
" the question of how Jesus is to be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through the

scriptures and in the breaking of bread.

1> Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about
seven miles from Jerusalem, " and talking with each other about all these things that had
happened. © While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went
with them, ' but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. '” And he said to them,
“What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still,
looking sad. ‘¢ Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the
only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in
these days?” ' He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of
Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people,

20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and
crucified him. *' But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides
all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. * Moreover, some women of
our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, ** and when they did
not find his body there they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of
angels who said that he was alive. * Some of those who were with us went to the tomb
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and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” * Then he said to
them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets
have declared! * Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and
then enter into his glory?” % Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he
interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

** As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he
were going on. * But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost
evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. ** When he was
at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. *' Then
their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished from their sight.

* They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to
us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” * That same hour they got up
and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their companions gathered
together. ** They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to
Simon!” ** Then they told what had happened on the road and how he had been made

known to them in the breaking of the bread.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE PASTOR SHARON ROGERS
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Day of Arising

0
) A 1 I | } {
&P —— =
AO—F—» » ] ! v |
R . & o &
1 Day of a - 1s. - ing, Christ  on the road - way,
2 When we are  walk - ing, doubt - ful and dread - ing,
3 Lo, I am  with  you, Je - sus has  spo - ken.
4 Christ, our com - pan - lomn, hope for the  jour - ney,
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un - known com - pan - ion walks with  his own.
blind - ed by sad - ness, slow - ness of heart,
This is  Christ’s prom - ise, this 13 Christ’s sign:
bread of com - pas - sion, O - pen  our  ecyes.
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When they in - vite him, as fades the first  day,
yet  Christ walks with  us, ev - er a - walt - ing
when the church gath - ers, when bread s bro - ken,
Grant us your  vi - sion, set all  hearts burn - ing
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and bread is bro - ken, Christ is  made known.
our in - vi - ta - tion: Stay, do not  part.
there Christ s with us mm  bread and wine.
that  all cre - a - tion with  you may rise.

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b, 1953

Music: RAABE, Carl E Schalk, b. 1929

Text ® 1996 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid Heense from copyright administrator.




APOSTLES' CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us

pray for the needs of all creation.
A brief silence.

Living Savior, just as you journeyed with the disciples to Emmaus, accompany us on our
journey of faith. Gather us at your table, that we recognize you in the breaking of the

bread. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Almighty God, you provide for the needs of all creation. Bless the fields that are being
prepared for planting, and send favorable weather so that the soil may yield an abundant

harvest. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

10



God of justice, where leaders abuse power, confront them and call them to repentance.
Where there is corruption, bring integrity; where there is violence, sow peace. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Healing Savior, your resurrection brings hope to a hurting world. Heal those who are
sick. Strengthen the weary, give courage to the despairing, and comfort the dying.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Gracious One, you have made us your own through the gift of baptism. Unite us in
genuine love for one another and uphold this community in your name. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Eternal Light, we give thanks for all who have nurtured your church’s life in ages past.
Bring us at last with them to the brightness of your glorious presence. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING PRAYER

Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,

that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places give

thanks and praise.....we praise your name and join their unending hymn.
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Words of Institution

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup

we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.

We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.



Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, As we forgive those
hallowed be thy name, who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come, And lead us not into temptation
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.
on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,

Give us this day our daily bread; and the power and the glory,
and forgive us our trespasses, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.
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1 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our  lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us  free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,

to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in his mission to the world.
BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen
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1 Rise, O church, like Christ a - ris - en,
2 Rise, trans - formed, and choosc to fol - low
3 Rise, re - mem -~ ber well the fu - ture
4  Ser - vice be our sure vO - ca - tion;
I—‘Q"’g ¥y T N ; T T ]
—— a = ] = = ; |
Y7 i ol T - L 4 bt 1 i
) Yo 23 - - 5

from this meal of love and grace;

af - ter Christ, though wound - ed, whole;

God has called us to rc - ceive;

cour - age be our dai - 1y breath;
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may we through such love en - vi - sion

bro - ken, shared, our lives are hal - lowed

pres - ent by God’s lov - ing nur - ture,

mer - cy be our des - @ - 1 - tion
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whose we are, and whose, our praise.

o re - lease and to con - sole.

Spir - it - ed then let us live.

from this day and un - to death.
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Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - iag

Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia;

Al - le - Tu - ia, al - le - lu - ia;

Al - le - Tu - ia, al - le - 1u - ia.
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God, the won - der of our days.

Christ, our pres - ent, past, and goal.

Spir - it, grace by whom we live.

Rise, O church, a liv - ing faith.

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b, 1953
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Music 6 1997 Augsburg Fortess.

S1A, Timothy J. Strand, h. 19358
Fext @ 1997 Susan Palo Choerwien, admin, Augshurg Fortmess.

Duplication in any form prohibiced without peanission or valid Yceense from copyright administratorn.



DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Presiding today:
Pastor Sharon Rogers
Michael Graddy - Musician
Andy Velez - Reader

OFFICE HOURS/CONTACT INFORMATION:

Monday - Thursday; 8 am -1 pm
Phone: 815-758-3203
Website: bethlehemdekalb.org
E-mail: belcdekalb@comcast.net
Facebook: bethlehemdekalb



