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James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich visitor
with more honor than the poor one. Jesus himself seems to show partiality in his first
response to the Syrophoenician woman in today’s gospel. Was he testing her faith in
saying Gentiles don’t deserve the goods meant for God’s children? Or was he speak-
ing out of his human worldview, but transcended those limits when she took him by
surprise with her reply? Either way, the story tells us that God shows no partiality.
Everyone who brings a need to Jesus is received with equal honor as a child and heir.
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us.

We confess that we have honored you with our lips,
but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues.
The cravings at war within us

cause conflicts and disputes.

In our desire to be first

we make distinctions among ourselves.

We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last.
In your great mercy, forgive us our sins.

Draw near to us with grace in time of need,

and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God promises to forgive our iniquity
and to remember our sin no more.
By grace you have been saved.

In the name of + Jesus Christ,
the source of eternal healing,
your sins are forgiven.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN ELW 620 vs. 1-4

How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds
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hun - gry soul and to the wea - 1y, rest.
trea - sury, filled with bound - less  stores  of grace.
me in vain, and 1 am owned a child.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Music: St. PetTer, Alexander R. Reinagle, 1799-1877

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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I Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to  all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor -ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur- pass-ing worth:

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a-bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death into
life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim
your promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord.

Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.
First Reading: Isaiah 35:4-7a

“Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!

Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,

with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”

>Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped,;
Sthen the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
"the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water.

Psalm: Psalm 146

'Hallelujah!
Praise the Lord, O my soul!

’T will praise the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.

3Put not your trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there is no help.

“When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day their thoughts perish.

Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the Lord their God;

Swho made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;



"who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.
The Lord sets the captive free.
5The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed
down; the Lord loves the righteous.
*The Lord cares for the stranger;
the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
"The Lord shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

Second Reading: James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17

'My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glori-
ous Lord Jesus Christ? “For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into
your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take no-
tice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the
one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” *have you not made dis-
tinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? SListen, my be-
loved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith
and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? SBut you
have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag
you into court? 'Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over
you? ' -

%Y ou do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall
Jove your neighbor as yourself.” ’But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are
convicted by the law as transgressors. '’For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in
one point has become accountable for all of it. [''"For the one who said, “You shall not
commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit adul-
tery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 1280 speak and so
act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. BFor judgment will be without
mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment. ]

*What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have
works? Can faith save you? "If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, '%and
one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do
not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17S0 faith by itself, if it has no

works, is dead.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ial Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

The gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Mark 7:24-37 ,.
*[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not

want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,”’but a woman
whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she
came and bowed down at his feet. *Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenici-
an origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. *’He said to her,
“Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it
to the dogs.” **But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the chil-
dren’s crumbs.” **Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has
left your daughter.” *°So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the
demon gone.

3!Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the
Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. **They brought to him a deaf man who
had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. **He
took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and
he spat and touched his tongue. **Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to
him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” > And immediately his ears were opened, his
tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. **Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one;
but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. *’They were
astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes
the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE REYV. MACK PATRICK



HYMN OF THE DAY

God’s Work, Our Hands
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1 God’s work, our hands: work - ing to - geth - er,
2 God’s work, our feet: trav - 'ling to - geth - er,
3 God’s work, our voice: sing - ing to - geth - er,
4 God is at work in and a - round us:
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build - ing a fu - ture, re - pair - ing the world,
fol - low-ing Je - sus  to plac - es un - known,
prais - ing, pro - claim-ing to all who  will hear,
seed - lings are sprout-ing  and bread’s on  the rise!
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rais - ing up  homes, plant - ing new gar -  dens,
walk - ing as  friends, march - ing for free - dom,
pray - ing for  peace, shout - ing for jus - tice,
Washed and  set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt - 'ring  the cold.
run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s love  for  the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in  your name,

Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your way,
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in  your  name,
Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your call,
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shar-ing  the good news of your Gos - pel.

Text: Wayne L. Wold )
Music: Gon's Work, Our HanDs, Wayne L. Wold
Text and music © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Permission is granted to reproduce this composition for local, non-sale use in synods, congregations, and other ministries of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America. Other uses prohibited without securing permission or reporting usage under a valid copyright license,
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APOSTLE’S CREED

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the church,
God’s good creation, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

Awaken in our communities of faith a spirit of radical hospitality. Encourage our
churches to celebrate and embrace people of diverse backgrounds, experiences, and abil-
ities. Deepen our commitment to ecumenical and interreligious partnerships. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Bring forth water to nourish plants and animals in places suffering from drought. Renew
our commitments to protect rivers, lakes, and streams, and make us good stewards of
water in our homes and communities. Preserve wetland habitats and the creatures that
make their homes there. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



Inspire leaders of cities, nations, and tribes to lead with wisdom and humility. Bring
peace among peoples in conflict and strengthen global commitments to nonviolent solu-
tions. Guide all who seek refuge from war to a safe haven. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Comfort all who live with chronic illness. Surround them in your tender embrace and
sustain all who provide ongoing care and support. Bring hope and healing to people
struggling with addiction and nourish the spirits of all who are in recovery. Hear us, O

God.
Your mercy is great.

Nurture in all people the gift of your creating Spirit. Inspire artists and musicians, wood-
workers and quilters, poets and dancers. Revive those whose artistic wells have run dry
and enliven all who doubt their creative talents. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We give you thanks for all who have died and now find their rest in you. May their
faithful witness guide us in our daily life with you. Hear us, O God.  ~
Your mercy is great.

We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved
child, Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God,

source of every gift of your creation.

By these gifts and with our lives,

help us to serve one another and all in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
10



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise.....we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Words of Institution

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Come, Holy Spirit.
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Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.

Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all time and place, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun
and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

Amen.

CONSECRATION
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Jesus welcomes you to this table.
Come, here is your God.

As we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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2 O Lamb of God, you sin  of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you sin  of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our

you set us

save: have mer-cy now, we pray.

from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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COMMUNION BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy God,

you have welcomed us to this meal
and fed us with dignity at your table.
Send us now to welcome others

and to be at peace with one another,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in his mission to the world.
BLESSING
God all mighty,

God most merciful
+ bless you, keep you,

and give you peace.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN (see page 14)
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Follow Jesus.
Thanks be to God.
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SENDNG HYMN ELW 886

Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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1 Oh, for a thou-sand tonguesto sing my great Re-deem - er’s praise,
2 My gra-ciousMas-ter and my God, as - sist me to  pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor - rows cease,
4 He speaks,and lis-t'ning to his voice,new life the dead re - ceive;
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to  spread through all -the earth a - broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.

5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 6 To God all glory, praise, and love
O fallen human race! be now and ever giv'n
Look and be saved through faith alone, by saints below and saints above,
be justified by grace! the church in earth and heav’n.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: Azmon, Carl G. Gliser, 1784~1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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The Week Aheadd
Sep’cember 9-15

Monololg 12:30-Cut-Ups
Tuesday 3-5—Feed My Sheep Open
Wednesday 10:30-Pantry Pick up
Noon—VAC Lunch Served
Thursday 8:30—Pantry Pick up
9:30-11:30 Feed My Sheep Open
10:30-Martha's Sisters Book Study (Zoom)
Saturday 8:30/9:30—Pantry Pick up
9:00-? Saturday Basement Work Day
Next Sunday  9:30 am-Worship

We are in need of volunteers for next Saturday, the 14th, to help clean
out the storage room in the basement. The clean-up will begin at 9 am.
Any questions, please contact the church.

Our offering plate is located at the rear of the sanctuary.
We give thanks to God for all of our gifts!
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Pastor Schedule for September

1—Rev. Bob Hansen

8—Rev. Bob Hansen
15—Rev. Sharon Rogers
22—Rev. Sharon Rogers
29—Rev. Sharon Rogers

If you are in need of pastoral care,
please contact the office at 815-758-3203.

Bethlehem’s Church Council Communications
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Sunday Worship Musician Coordinator is Michael Graddy.

Thank you to our Volunteers who share their time and talent.

Summer Office Hours are Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 8:00am to 1:00pm.
Office needs are served by Barb Luchsinger under the supervision of Sue Ann
Brown.

Sue Ann Brown is our Finance Administrator under the supervision of Aaron Bloyd.
Feed My Sheep Pantry Hours are Tuesday 3:00pm to 5:00pm & Thursday 9:30am to
11:00am.

The Feed My Sheep Food Pantry coordinator is Karen Maciejewski under the
supervision of SueAnn Brown.

Club 55 Senior Services Hours are Monday through Friday 9:00am to 4:30pm.

Kate Sullivan is the Club 55 Coordinator with SueAnn Brown as the Bethlehem

liaison.
Facility maintenance, key control or other building concerns are managed by Church

Council.

Church Council Members:
Aaron Bloyd
Tammie Farley
Dawn George
Bill Perian
Andy Velez.

Questions?? Please call the Church Office at 815-758-3203 to leave a message for a
Council Member.
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