Welcome to

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Loving God, Serving Others
Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 5, 2024 - 9:30 am

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friend-
ship. We are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the
image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life
with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relation-
ship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to
die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian community commanded by

| Christ and enabled by the Spirit.

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church
1915 N First St Dekalb IL 60115
(815) 758-3203
Rev. Bob Hansen
Michael Graddy, Musician



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God,
the wellspring of grace,

our Easter and our joy.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen



GATHERING HYMN ACS 1038

God, We Gather As Your People
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Assisting minister
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace 1o God’s peo - ple  on earth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into
our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your prom-
ises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Acts 10:44-48

*“While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. **The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, “*for they heard them speaking in
tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, *“Can anyone withhold the water for baptiz-
ing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” **So he ordered
them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several

days.

Psalm: Psalm 98

'Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
0 Lord, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.
*You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
‘Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; '
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
>Sing to the Lord with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
*With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the Lord.
"Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.
*Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes to judge the earth.
The Lord will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity.



Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6

'Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone
who loves the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of
God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that
we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, “for what-
ever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world,
our faith. °Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the

Son of God?

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only
but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is

the truth.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God!



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 15:9-17

[Jesus said:] %« As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my
love. *9If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept
my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so
that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

12«This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have Joved you. 13No
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. YYou are my
friends if you do what I command you. 151 do not call you servants any longer, be-
cause the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you
friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Fa-
ther. *6You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear
fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my
name. /I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE Rev. Bob Hansen
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Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love
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Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt.

Music: CHEREPONI, Ghanaian folk tune, adapt. Tom Colvia

Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by penmission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge

the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,

‘the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news.
A brief silence.

Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts
of your Spirit and give understanding hearts to those who strengthen our commlt-
ments with our ecumenical and interreligious partners. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your creation, that habitats
and every kind of living thing might flourish. Protect endangered species and help
us to care for all your creatures. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world leaders,
that they may seek justice, peace, and the good of all. Strengthen international
partnerships and cooperation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially those afflicted by
anxiety, depression, and mental illness. Help us to be conduits of your love in our care
for one another. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the ministries of this congrega-
tion, that we may embody your love for the world. Inspire those who plan and lead
worship, council members, committee members, and volunteers. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for those who have gone
before us. At the last, bring us all together around your heavenly banquet table. God of

grace,
hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
MEAL
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God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING PRAYER

Risen One,

you call us to believe and bear fruit.

May the gifts that we offer here

be signs of your abiding love.

Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.
Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise.....we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Words of Institution

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christis risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all time and place, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun
and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen. : : :

CONSECRATION

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, As we forgive those
hallowed be thy name, who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come, And lead us not into temptation
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.
on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,

Give us this day our daily bread; and the power and the glory,
and forgive us our trespasses, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ is made known to us
in the breaking of the bread.
Come and eat at God’s table.
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The Week Ahead

7:15-Food Truck Delivery
12:30—Cut-Ups

3-5—Feed My Sheep Food Pantry
10:30-Pantry Pick-up

8:30—Pantry Pick Up

9:30-11:30 -Feed My Sheep Food Pantry
10:30 -Martha's Sisters (zoom)
8:30/9:30—Pantry Pick up

9:30 am-Worship

Our offermg plate is located at the rear of the sanctuary.
We give thanks to God for all of our gifts!

Pastor Schedule

May
12 Pastor Sharon Rogers

19  Pastor Bob Hansen
26  Pastor Sharon Rogers
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Bethlehem’s Church Council Communications

+ Sunday Worship Musician is Michael Graddy.

+ Thank you to all our Volunteers who are offering to share their time and talent.

¢ Church Office Hours are Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 9:00am to 2:00pm.

+ Serving Bethlehem’s Office needs is Barb Luchsinger under the supervision of Sue
Ann Brown.

+ Sue Ann Brown is our Finance Administrator under the supervision of Aaron Bloyd.

+ Feed My Sheep Pantry Hours are Tuesday 3:00pm to 5:00pm & Thursday 9:30am to

11:00am.
+ Serving Bethlehem’s Food Pantry needs is Karen Maciejewski under the supervision

of SueAnn Brown.
¢ Club 55 Senior Services Hours are Monday through Friday 9:00am to 4:30pm.
+ Serving Club 55 is Kate Sullivan, Coordinator, and Bethlehem’s partnership liaison is

SueAnn Brown. |
- ¢ TFacility maintenance, key control or other building concerns are managed by Church

Council.
+ Church Council Members are Aaron Bloyd, Tammie Farley, Dawn George, Bill Peri-

an, and Andy Velez.
¢ Questlons’?? Please call the Church Office at 815-758- 3203 to leave a message for a

Council Member.
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