Welcome to

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Loving God, Serving Others
Second Sunday of Easter
April 7,2024 -9:30 am

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of
Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with
the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we
ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From fright-
ened individuals we are transformed into a community of open doors, peace, for-
giveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is in need.

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church
1915 N First St Dekalb IL 60115
(815) 758-3203
Rev. Bob Hansen
Michael Graddy, Musician



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God,
the wellspring of grace,

our Easter and our joy.

Amen.

Look, here 1s water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism,

let us give thanks for what God has done for us.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning

your voice thundered over the deep

and water became the essence of life.

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. |

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea
into freedom’s land.

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official

entered your boundless baptismal life.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit.

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love,
freeing us to live as Easter people.

We rejoice with glad hearts,

giving all honor and praise to you,

through the risen Christ, our source of living water,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!



GATHERING HYMN
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Now the Green Blade Rises
Q IIP .l > i 1 o {
(s - e e
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2 In the grave they laid him, love by ha-tred slain,
3 Forth he came at  Eas - ter like the 1is-en  grain,
4 When our hearts are win - try, griev-ing, or in pain,
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wheat that in  dark earth man -y  days has lain;
thinkk =~ - ing that he would nev-er wake a - gain,
he - that for three - days in  the grave had  lain;
your touch ¢an  call us back to life a - gain,
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love lives a - gain, that with the dead has  been;
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps un - seen;
raised  from the dead, my liv-ing Lord is seen;
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;
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love is come a - gain like wheat a - ris - ing  green.

Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958

Music: NOEL NOUVELET, Prench carol ‘
Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928, All rights reserved.

Duplication it any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.




CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Assisting minister
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,

Lord God, Lamb of God,
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One,

you a-lone are the Lord,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of
Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and
do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Acts 4:32-35

32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in
common. **With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. **There was not a needy person among
them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what
was sold. **They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had

need.

Psalm: Psalm 133

'How good and how pleasant it is,

when kindred live together in unity!
’It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard,

upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.
’It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion.

For there the Lord has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.



Second Reading: 1 John 1:1—2:2

lWe declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have
seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the
word of life—2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare
to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—>we declare to
you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and
truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. “We are writing
these things so that our joy may be complete.

5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light
and in him there is no darkness at all. °If we say that we have fellowship with him
while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; ‘but if we walk in
the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 81f we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful
and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 191f we say
that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not 1n us.

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and
he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the

whole world.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God!
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 20:19-31

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” *°After he said this, he showed
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the

Lord. ?'Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I
send you.” **When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit. *’If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain
the sins of any, they are retained.”

2But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. **So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he
said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the
mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

25 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” ?’Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not-doubt but believe.” **Thomas answered
him, “My Lord and my God!” **Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

3%Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book. *'But these are written so that you may come to believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in

his name.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE Rev. Bob Hansen



HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW 635
We Walk by Faith
D 4
AN . TR i
Ct—h———"] 5 — 5
A4 o | > o : P E o
v -+
1 We walk by faith and not by sight; with
2 We may not touch your hands and side, nor
3 Help then, O Lord, our un - be lief; and
4 For you, O res - ur - rec - ted Lord, are
5 And when our life of faith 1s done, in
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gra - cious words draw near, O Christ, who spoke as
fol - low where you trod; but in  your prom - ise
may our faith a - bound to call on you  when
found in means di - vine: be - neath the wa - fter
realms of  clear er light may we  be - hold  you
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none e'er spoke:  “My peace be with  you here.”
we re - joice, and cry, “My Lord and God!”
you are near and seek where you are found:
and the word, be - ncath the bread and wine.
as you are, with full  and end - less sight.

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.

Music: SHANTI, Marty Haugen, b, 1950

Music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 $. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without peemission or valid license from copyriglit administrator.




APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Splrlt
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge

the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news.
A brief silence.

Your church cries out, O God, and you listen. As you drew near to the disciples,
draw near to us this day. Breathe on us your Holy Spirit, that our faith is renewed
and we witness to your love. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your creation cries out, O God, and you listen. Nurture trees, crops, wildflowers,
and all growing things. Guide farmers, gardeners, arborists, and others who tend
the soil and nurture plants into life. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



Your world cries out, O God, and you listen. Guide police, firefighters, paramedics, and
other first responders to work for the well-being of communities and the dignity of
every person, that no one may need to live in fear. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your children cry out, O God, and you listen. Hear your people crying out for justice,
for an end to racism and other oppression, and for a world where all are fed and safe.
We pray for all who cry out in suffering or pain. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your congregations cry out, O God, and you listen. Renew pastors, deacons, musicians,
and other staff, administrators, and volunteers who facilitated Holy Week and Easter
worship. Open our hearts to discern where God calls each of us to serve. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Accept our gratitude, O God, for the lives of those who now rest in you. Grant us your
peace amid our fears. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we .pray, trusting in
your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING PRAYER
Risen One,

you call us to believe and bear fruit.

May the gifts that we offer here

be signs of your abiding love.

Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine,
Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise.....we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Words of Institution

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all time and place, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun
and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen. : : ~

CONSECRATION

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, As we forgive those
hallowed be thy name, who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come, And lead us not into temptation
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.
on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,

Give us this day our daily bread; and the power and the glory,
and forgive us our trespasses, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ 1s made known to us
in the breaking of the bread.
Come and eat at God’s table.

12
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION ,

Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us

and nourished us with your love.

Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. Amen

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in his mission to the world,

BLESSING

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy,

and the Spirit of Easter hope + bless you now and always.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN (see page 14)

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! God in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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SENDNG HYMN ELW 535

Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises
Haleluya!l Pelo tsa rona

Refrain— sung twice each time
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2 Now he sends us all out, strong in  faith, free of doubt,
Repeat stanza, then sing refrain
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1 am wine, I am bread, give to  all who thirst and hun - ger.
strong in faith, free of doubt. Tell to all the joy - ful gos - pel.

Text: South African; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984
Music: HALELUYA! PELO TSA RONA, South African
Tr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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The Week Ahead

Monday-4/8 12:30—Cut-Ups

Tuesday-4/9 3-5—Feed My Sheep Food Pantry
Wednesday-4/10 10:30-Pantry Pick-up
Thursday-4/11 8:30—Pantry Pick Up

9:30-11:30 -Feed My Sheep Food Pantry
10:30 -Mavrtha's Sisters (zoom)
Saturo(aﬁ, 4/13 8:30/9:30-——Pomtr3»Pick up
Sunday, 4/14 9:30 am-Worship

Our offering plate is located at the rear of the sanctuary.
We give thanks to God for all of our gifts!

Pastor Schedule

April

7 Rev. Bob Hansen
14  Rev. Sharon Rogers
21  Rev. Bob Hansen
28  Rev. Sharon Rogers

15



Bethlehem’s Church Council Communications

Sunday Worship Musician is Michael Graddy.

Thank you to all our Volunteers who are offering to share their time and talent.

Church Office Hours are Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 9:00am to 2:00pm.

Serving Bethlehem’s Office needs is Barb Luchsinger under the supervision of Sue

Ann Brown.

Sue Ann Brown is our Finance Administrator under the supervision of Aaron Bloyd.

+ Feed My Sheep Pantry Hours are Tuesday 3:00pm to 5:00pm & Thursday 9:30am to
11:00am.

+ Serving Bethlehem’s Food Pantry needs is Karen Maciejewski under the supervision
of SueAnn Brown.

+ Club 55 Senior Services Hours are Monday through Friday 9:00am to 4:30pm.

+ Serving Club 55 is Kate Sullivan, Coordinator, and Bethlehem’s partnership liaison is
SueAnn Brown.

+ Facility maintenance, key control or other building concerns are managed by Church
Council.

+ Church Council Members are Aaron Bloyd, Tammie Farley, Dawn George, Bill Perl-
an, and Andy Velez.

¢ Questions?? Please call the Church Office at 815- 758 3203 to leave a a message fora

Council Member.
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