Welcome to

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Loving God, Serving Others
Fifth Sunday in Lent
March 17, 2024 - 9:30 am

God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a covenant
that will allow all the people to know God by heart. The church sees this promise ful-
filled in Christ, who draws all people to himself when he is lifted up on the cross. Our
baptismal covenant draws us to God’s heart through Christ and draws God’s love and
truth into our hearts. We join together in worship, sharing in word, song, and meal,
and leave strengthened to share God’s love with all the world.

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church
1915 N First St Dekalb IL 60115
(815) 758-3203
Rev. Sharon Rogers
Michael Graddy, Musician



WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to worship! We re honored to have you .

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,

who writes the law on our hearts,

who draws all people together through Jesus.
Amen.

Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God, A

we confess that we are caught in snares of sin
and cannot break free.

We hoard resources while our neighbors

are hungry and cold.

We speak in ways that silence others.

We are silent when we should speak up.

We keep score in our hearts.

We let hurts grow into hatred.

For all these things and for sins only you know,
forgive us, Lord.

Amen.

Here is a flood of grace:

Out of love for the whole world,

God draws near to us,

breaks every snare of sin,

washes away our wrongs,

and restores the promise of life through + Jesus Christ.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

ELW 328
Restore m Us, O God
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] Re - store in us, O God, the splen- dor of your Iove, re -
2 O Spir - i, wake in  us the ‘won-der of your pow’r; from
3 Bring us, O Chrst, to share the full -ness of your joys bap -
4 ‘'Three-per - soned God, ful - fill the prom-ise of your grace, that
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new your im-age in  our hearts, and all  our sins re - move.

fruit-less fear un - furl  our lives like spring-time bud and flow’r.

tize us in the s - en life that death can-not de - stroy.
weé, when all our search~mv ends may see you face to  face.
Text: Carl P. Daw Jr, b. 1944 v
Music: BAYLOR, Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933

Text© 1989 Hope Publishing Company,
Music © 1985 Hope Pablishing Company, Garol Stream, TL 601 88: All dghts reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibiled witliout peraissios or valid license from copyright admindsteator

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer-cy on us;
n - p———— : , ,
§ A sworoons:| | I 1 H [ He | I N i [ 1
Y 4 W PO Y] ] | | i [ ¥] 13 | | 1
| fand Vi & ) A [ i » i
ANIYA — Y !
J . .
you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: Te - ceive our prayer.
0 —_— o
A s [ avoeesaswnr®s Ty Jorommvigen; 3 ro—— i
y 4N b Y] 1 i i i { | i I Y] ] 1 H i 1]
) -o- : et j
For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,

- = I
D e e e e e
) ' a— - ’
you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-1ly Spir - it,

0 e J——

S g : a

§ f— i T e— e
in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our
prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death
we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34

IThe days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a néw covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. **It will not be like the covenant that I made with
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. **But this is the
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. **No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other,
“Know the Lord,” for they shall all know mie, from the least of them to the greatest, says
the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.



Psalm: Psalm 51:1-12

'Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
*Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.
*For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me.
*Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
so0 you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.
’Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my mother’s womb.
‘Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom deep within.
"Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.
®Let me hear joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken may rejoice.
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me. :
"'Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
'ZRestore to me the joy of your salvation
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.

Second Reading: Hebrews 5:5-10

*Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one
who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”;

Sas he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to the order of
Melchizedek.”

"In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries
and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of
his reverent submission. ®Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what
he suffered; *and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation
for all who obey him, '*having been designated by God a high priest according to the

order of Melchizedek.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God!



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Save 08 a8 you prom-isedi we will  tust  your  word.

The gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 12:20-33

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 2! They
came to Phlhp, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to
see Jesus.” ??Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went “and told
Jesus. 2] esus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorlﬁed “Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls 1nto the earth and dies,
it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. **Those who love thelr
life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal

life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be
also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor

2Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘F ather save me from this
hour"? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. **Father, glorify your
name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it
again.” *’The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said,
“An angel has spoken to him.” **Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake
not for mine. *'Now is the judgment of this world now the ruler of this world will be
driven out. **And I, when I am lifted up from the earth will draw all people to my-
self.” ¥He said th1s to indicate the kind of death he was to die.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE Rev. Sharon Rogers



HYMN OF THE DAY
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As the Winter Days Grow Longer
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God who bless-es earth with spring-time, shine with-in our
God who bless-es earth with spring-time, bloom with-in our
God who bless-es earth with spring-time, grant us sab-bath

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953
Music: SUO GAN, Welsh melody
Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

world a - new!
hearts a - gain!
joy this day!

Duplication in any form prohibited wilhout securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge

the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the
well-being of creation, and a world in need.
A brief silence.

God of the covenant, through the church you draw us into community. We give
thanks for the means of grace around which we gather. Inspire writers, musicians,
and artists whose creative gifts adorn our worship. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all that exists, you lavish the earth with extravagant beauty. Preserve the
rich and complex diversity of living things. Support local, national, and
international efforts to protect the environment for future generations.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



God of the nations, you desire peace and plenty for all people. Defend those who
challenge oppression and expose corruption. Support advocates for human rights, social
justice, and the welfare of children. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of good will, you restore what is broken. We pray for any experiencing
estrangement, conflict, or abuse in families and intimate relationships. Protect and
comfort all who are vulnerable, especially those living in institutions. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every time and place, you are with us. Support ministries of prayer and presence
in this congregation. Move us to reach out to any who are homebound, lonely, grieving,
in treatment, or ill. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of promise, we give thanks for the saints whose faith inspires us. Grant us faith to
trust in your everlasting love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING PRAYER

Jesus, you are the bread of life

and the host of this meal.

Bless these gifts that we have gathered
that all people may know your goodness.
Feed us not only with this holy food

but with hunger for justice and peace.
We pray this in your name.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise.....we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Words of Institution

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all time and place, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun
and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

Amen. : : :

- LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one.
Come and see.
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
COMMUNION BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body.
Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your glory,

now and forever.

Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in his mission to the world.
BLESSING

Beloved, we are God’s own people,
holy, washed, renewed.

God bless you and keep you, shower you with mercy,

fill you with courage, and + give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN (see page 14)

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.
Thanks be to God.
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SENDNG HYMN

ELW 545
Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
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1 Lord, dis - miss us withyour bless-ing, fill our hearts with joy and peace;
2 Thanks we give and ad - o-ra - tion for your gos - pel’s joy - ful sound.
3 Sav - ior, when your love shallcall us from our strug-gling pil - grim way,
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let us each, your love pos - sess-ing, tri-umph in re - deem-ing grace.
May the fruits of  your sal - va - tion in our heartsand lives a-bound.
let no fear of death ap - pall us, glad your sum-mons to o - bey.

04 - ~

i F ;
‘3(“i —- o ® —a——d ——

Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re-fresh us, trav-’ling through this wil-der-ness.
Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful to yourtruth may we be found.
May we ev-er, may we ev-er reign with you in end-less day.

Text: attr. John Fawcett, 17401817, sts. 1-2, alt,; Godfrey Thring, 18231903, st. 3, alt,
Music: SICILIAN MARINERS, Sicilian, 18th cent.
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The Week Ahead

Monday-3/18 12:30—Cut-Ups

Tuesday-3/19 7:15-N! Food Bank Truck Delivery
3-5—Feed My Sheep Food Pantry

Wednesday-3/20 10:30-Pantry Pick-up

Thursday-3/21 8:30—Pantry Pick Up
9:30-11:30 -Feed My Skeep Food Pantry
10:30 -Martha's Sisters (zoom)

So\’turo(o\y, 3/23 8:30/9:30—Pom‘tr3 Pick up

Sunday, 3/24 9:30 am-Palm Sumo(dy Worskilo

Our offering plate is located at the rear of the sanctuary.
We give thanks to God for all of our gifts!

Pastor Schedule

March 29 (Good Friday 4 pm), 31
Rev. Bob Hansen

March 24—Palm Sunday
Rev. Sharon Rogers
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Bethlehem’s Church Council Communications

Sunday Worship Musician is Michael Graddy.

Thank you to all our Volunteers who are offering to share their time and talent.

Church Office Hours are Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 9:00am to 2:00pm.

Serving Bethlehem’s Office needs is Barb Luchsinger under the supervision of Sue

Ann Brown.

Sue Ann Brown is our Finance Administrator under the supervision of Aaron Bloyd.

Feed My Sheep Pantry Hours are Tuesday 3:00pm to 5:00pm & Thursday 9:30am to

11:00am.

+ Serving Bethlehem’s Food Pantry needs is Karen Maciejewski under the supervision
of SueAnn Brown.

¢ Club 55 Senior Services Hours are Monday through Friday 9:00am to 4:30pm.

+ Serving Club 55 is Kate Sullivan, Coordinator, and Bethlehem’s partnership liaison is

SueAnn Brown.
+ Facility maintenance, key control or other building concerns are managed by Church

Council.
¢ Church Council Members are Aaron Bloyd, Tammie Farley, Dawn George, Bill Peri-

an, and Andy Velez.
¢ Questions?? Please call the Church Office at 815-758-3203 to leave a message for a

Council Member. '
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