Welcome to

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Loving God, Serving Others
Presentation of Our Lord
February 2, 2025

The Presentation of Our Lord is referred to in some corners of the church as
Candlemas because of an ancient tradition of blessing all the candles to be used in the
church in the coming year at the mass celebrated on that day. It was a way of
underscoring the truth of Simeon’s confession that this baby Jesus was “a light for
revelation to the Gentiles” and a light for glory to Israel. Let the light of every candle
in church be a little epiphany of the love of God for all people in the person of God’s
son, Jesus, the light of the world.



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,
our creator,

our protector,

our wellspring of life.

Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess

our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you speak blessing and compassion into the world.
Forgive us for the ways we act

with judgment, cruelty, or indifference.
We ignore the needs of our neighbors;

we resist your call to oppose injustice;

we give in to scarcity and fear;

we assume the worst about one another.
Cleanse us from our faults

and release us from their grasp.

Show us your lovingkindness.

Restore our hearts and repair your world,
that we may live in Christ’s ways.

Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance:
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you.
I have called you by name. You are mine.”

In + Christ, you are forgiven.

In the Spirit, you are made free.
Refreshed by the waters of mercy,
live anew as beloved children of God.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN ELW 705
God of Grace and God of Glory
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1 God of grace and God of glo - 1y, on your peo - ple
2 Lo! The hosts of e - il round us scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig na - tion to the e - vils
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pour your pow'’t; crown your an - cient - chur - ch’s  sto --ry;
sail his ways! From the fears that  long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - ish glad - ness,
we  de - plore; let the gift of your sal - va - tion
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bring its bud to glo-rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
- free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo -1y ev - er-more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac-ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour
for the liv-ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
a - dore, serv-ing you whom we a - dore.

serv - ing you whom we

Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 18781969
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932




The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out  your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, .. for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, ... . for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls ... withyour bod-y and blood,
Refrain
n o H " 3 e ﬁ
P AN ITRAE ) Y 1 | ) ' N N1 N ]
| - [nY ] | r 4 [7 1 N & ©
I r'y bl o
[« K0 >
J -

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Loxd.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and ever-living God, your only-begotten Son was presented this day in the
temple. May we be presented to you with clean and pure hearts by the same Jesus Christ,
our great high priest, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.
First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4

"See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you
delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lorp of hosts. > But who can endure the day of
his coming, and who can stand when he appears? i

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; * he will sit as a refiner and purifier
of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver,
until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. ¢ Then the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LoRD as in the days of old and as in former years.

Psalm: Psalm 84

' How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lorp of hosts!

My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lorbp;

. my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.

* Bven the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may lay her
young, by the side of your altars, O Lorp of hosts, my king and my God.

* Happy are they who dwell in your house! They will always be praising you.

* Happy are the people whose strength is in you,

~ whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way. ,

* Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a place of springs,

_ for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.

" They will climb from height to height, and the God of gods will be seen in Zion.

*Lorp God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob.

’ Behold our defender, O God; and look upon the face of your anointed.

"“For one day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.
I would rather stand at the threshold of the house of my God than dwell in the
tents of the wicked.

" For the Lorp God is both sun and shield, bestowing grace and glory;

_ 1no good thing will the Lorp withhold from those who walk with integrity.

>0 ! Lorb of hosts, happy are they who put their trust in you!
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Second Reading: Hebrews 2:14-18

' Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, [Jesus] himself likewise shared
the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of
death, that is, the devil, '” and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the
fear of death. '° For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants
of Abraham. '” Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every re-
spect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to
make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. '® Because he himself was
tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.

Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 2:22-40

*2 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Mary
and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord ** (as it is
written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to
the Lord”), ! and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit rested on him. “° It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would
not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. *” Guided by the Spirit, Simeon
came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him
what was customary under the law, ~* Simeon took him in his arms and praised God,
sayig,

? “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,

. according to your word;

30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,
n 'which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles '

.and for glory to your people Israel.”
*3 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about

him. ** Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is des-
tined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be
opposed *” so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will
pierce your own soul t00.”

3¢ There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.
She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage,
37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped
there with fasting and prayer night and day. °® At that moment she came, and began
to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemp-
tion of Jerusalem.

39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they
returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. *° The child grew and became
strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



MESSAGE REV. SHARON ROGERS

HYMN ELW 514

O Word of God Incarnate
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1 O Word of God in - car - nate, O Wis - dom from on high,
The church from you, dear Mas - ter, re-ceived the gift di - vine;
3 Oh, make your church, dear Sav - ior, a lamp of bur-nished gold
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O  Truth un-changed,un - chang-ing, O Light of our dark sky:
and  still that light is lift - ed o’er all the earth to shine.
to bear be - fore the na - tions your true light, as of old;
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we  praise you for the ra - diance that from the hal-lowed page,
It is the chart and com - pass that, all life’s voy-age through,
oh, teach your wand-’ring pil - grims by this their path to trace,
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a lan - tern to  our  foot - steps,shines on from age to age.
mid  mists and rocks and  quick - sands still guides, O Christ, to you.
till, clouds and dark-ness end - ed, they see you face to face.

Text: Williain W. How, 1823-1897, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693



APOSTLE’S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world,
and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God of generations, you instilled in Anna and Simeon faith, dreams, and the welcome of
a child. Bless elders who embody faith and hope; bless the newly baptized. Energize us
to share faith from generation to generation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of creation, in you the sparrow finds a home and we find lush valleys and living
water. Bless the birds of the air, the animals of the valley, and renew our stewardship of

this bountiful creation. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of the nations, strengthen our resolve to care for all children and strive for peace
among nations. Reﬁne our nation where we have failed to root out racism and guide us
in truth-telling and reconciliation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



God of hope, many long to see your presence revealed amid challenging circumstances.
We hold in prayer all longing for sustainable housing, secure employment, access to
medical care, and health and wellness. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of the people, you are made known in caring ministries. Bless those who serve as
communion servers, homebound visitors, baptismal sponsors, confirmation mentors, and
as prayer support. Reveal yourself in the neighborly care we give and receive. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

God of life, we thank you for Jesus’ life and for his death that has destroyed death. We
remember the dearly departed, as they dwell with you in your holy courts now and for-

ever. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is
revealed among the people.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING PRAYER

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens,
and your abundance to the depths of the seas.
Bless what we offer to your service:

our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts.

Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity,
now and always.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

10



Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise.....we praise your name and join their unending hymn.
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Words of Institution

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine.

Bless this feast.
Come, Holy Spirit.
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Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all time and place, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun
and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, As we forgive those
hallowed be thy name, who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come, And lead us not into temptation
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.
on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,

Give us this day our daily bread; and the power and the glory,
and forgive us our trespasses, . forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The joy of the Lord is our strength.
Come, eat this meal of gladness.
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
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COMMUNION BLESSING
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Nourishing God,

at this table you have refreshed us

with holy gifts of food and drink.

Strengthen us for service,

and send us out to embody your good news

of liberation and healing for the sake of the world.
In the name of Christ we pray,

Amen.
SENDING :
God blesses us and sends us in his mission to the world.
BLESSING

The Spirit of the triune God
++ bless you with joy,

anoint you with compassion,
and send you in love.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN (see page 14)
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God.
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SENDNG HYMN ELW 543

Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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1 “Go, my chil -dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil -dren, sins for-giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to  me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my  Own.
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In  my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er I have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow - er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.
Go, my chil-dren, sins for- giv - en,  at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text @ 1983 Concordia Publishing House

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Mondoly 2-3

Tuesddj 2-4

Weo(neso(ag 2-5

T"\urso(ol:’ 2-6

Satwa(a:, 2-8

‘Suno(alg 2-9
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The Week Ahead
Februaq 2—9

7:15 am—Food Pantry Delivery
8-1-Office Open

12:30—Cut-Ups

3-5-Feed My Sheep Food Pantry
7:30-9:00—Harmonessence

8-1 Office Open

10:30-Pantry Pick up

Noon-Vac Lunch Served
8-1-Office Open

8:30-Pantry Pick Up
9:30-11:30-Feed My Sheep Food Po\ntry
10:30-Mavrtha's Sisters (zoom)

19:30-Pantry Pick,ulo

10:30-Pantry Pick up
9:30-Worship

Presiding today:
Rev. Sharon Rogers

Michael Graddy—Musician
Malena Graddy—Reader

Address—1915 N First Street, DeKalb II, 60115
Phone—815-758-3203
Email—belcdekalb@comcast.net
Facebook—bethlehemdekalb

Our offering plate is located at the rear of the sanctuary.
We give thanks to God for all of our gifis!
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Pastor Schedule for February

2—Rev. Sharon Rogers
9—Rev. Bob Hansen
16—Rev. Bob Hansen

23—Rev. Sharon Rogers

If you are in need of pastoral care,
please contact the office at 815-758-3203.

Bethlehem’s Church Council Communications
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Sunday Worship Music Coordinator is Michael Graddy.

Thank you to our Volunteers who share their time and talent.

Office Hours are Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 8:00am to 1:00pm.

Office needs are served by Barb Luchsinger under the supervision of Sue Ann
Brown.

Sue Ann Brown is our Finance Administrator.

Feed My Sheep Pantry Hours are Tuesday 3:00pm to 5:00pm &

Thursday 9:30am to 11:30am.

The Feed My Sheep Food Pantry coordinator is Karen Maciejewski under the
supervision of Sue Ann Brown.

Club 55 Senior Services Hours are Monday through Friday 9:00am to 4:30pm.
Kate Sullivan is the Club 55 Coordinator with Sue Ann Brown as the Bethlehem

liaison.
Facility maintenance, key control or other building concerns are managed by Church

Council.

Church Council Members:
Tammie Farley
Dawn George
Bill Perian
Andy Velez.

Questions?? Please call the Church Office at 815-758-3203 to leave a message for a
Council Member.
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