Welcome to

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Loving God, Serving Others
Third Sunday after Epiphany
January 26, 2025

God’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at attention. People
weep. People prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity of the church is another
reflection of God’s glory. Most gloriously, the promises of God are fulfilled in the
person of Jesus Christ. Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse the glory of God.



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
our creator,

our protector,

our wellspring of life.

Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess

our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you speak blessing and compassion into the world.
Forgive us for the ways we act

with judgment, cruelty, or indifference.
We ignore the needs of our neighbors;

we resist your call to oppose injustice;

we give in to scarcity and fear;

we assume the worst about one another.
Cleanse us from our faults

and release us from their grasp.

Show us your lovingkindness.

Restore our hearts and repair your world,
that we may live in Christ’s ways.

Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance:
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you.
I have called you by name. You are mine.”

In +F Christ, you are forgiven.

In the Spirit, you are made free.
Refreshed by the waters of mercy,
live anew as beloved children of God.
Amen.
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Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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1 Oh, for a thou-sand tonguesto sing my great Re-deem -er’s praise,
2 My gra- ciousMas -ter and my God, as - sist me to pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor - rows cease,
4 He speaks,and lis-t'ning to his voice,new life the dead re - ceive;
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to spread through all the earth a - broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.

5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 6 To God all glory, praise, and love
O fallen human race! be now and ever giv'n
Look and be saved through faith alone, by saints below and saints above,
be justified by grace! the church in earth and heav’n.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: Azmon, Carl G. Gldser, 1784-1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator,




The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the nourishment
of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest
them, that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to the
hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.
First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-6

'The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me;

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,

to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives,

and release to the prisoners;

*to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God;

to comfort all who mourn;

*to provide for those who mourn in Zion — . :
to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning,

the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.

~ They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.

“They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations;

they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.

“Strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, foreigners shall till your land and dress your
vines; : : : ~

Sbut you shall be called priests of the LORD, you shall be named ministers of our God,;
you shall enjoy the wealth of the nations, and in their riches you shall glory.

Psalm: Psalm 19

' The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork.
> One day tells its tale to another,
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
* Although they have no words or language,
and their voices are not heard,
* their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the
. world, where God has pitched a tent for the sun.
* It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
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%It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of
it again; nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
"The teaching of the Lorb is perfect and revives the soul;
the testimony of the LoRrp is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.
8 The statutes of the LoRrbp are just and re joice the heart;
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.
? The fear of the Lorb is clean and endures forever:;
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
'“More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
"By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is great reward.
'2Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret faults.
"> Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion
~over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
' Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in
your sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

2 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. ' For in the one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body—IJews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to
drink of one Spirit.

' Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. '° If the foot would
say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any -
less a part of the body. '® And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not
belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. '’ If the whole
body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where
would the sense of smell be? '® But as it is, God arranged the members in the body,
each one of them, as he chose. * If all were a single member, where would the body
be? * As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 2! The eye cannot say to the
hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.”
*>On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable,
* and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater
honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; %! whereas our
more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving
the greater honor to the inferior member, *° that there may be no dissension within the
body, but the members may have the same care for one another. *° If one member suf-
fers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.
*"Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 2* And God has
appointed in then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various
kinds of tongues. *” Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work
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miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all inter-
pret? *'* But strive for the greater gifts.

Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God!
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 4:14-21

" Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report
- about him spread through all the surrounding country. "> He began to teach in their
synagogues and was praised by everyone.

' When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, '’ and the
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the
Rlace where it was written:

% “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the
blind, to let the oppressed go free, '*to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
*% And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes
of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. *' Then he began to say to them, “Today
this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



MESSAGE REV. BOB HANSEN
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Let Streams of Living Justice
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1 Let streams of liv-ing jus - tice flow down up - on  the earth;
2 For heal - ing of the na - tions, for peace that will not end,
3 Your ci - ty’sbuilt to mu - sic; we are the stones you seek;
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give free-dom’s light to cap - tives, let all the poor have worth.
for love that makes us lov - ers, God grantus grace to mend.
your har - mo - ny is Jan - guage; we  are the words you speak.
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The hun - gry’s hands are plead - ing, the work - ers claim their rights,
Weave our var - ied gifts to- geth -~ er; knitour lives as they are spun;
Our faith we find in ser - vice, our hope in oth - ers’ dreams,
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Text: William Whitla, b, 1934
Musgic: THAXTED, Gustay Holst, 1874-1934
Text €@ 1989 Williaim Whitla.
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APOSTLE’S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,.
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

- With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world,
- and all of creation.

A brief silence.

As your word is opened in our midst, we give thanks for all who share scripture:
for parents, grandparents, and godparents; teachers and mentors; deacons, pastors,
bishops, and scholars. Inspire passion for the stories of faith. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

As heavens declare your glory and the sky proclaims your work, we lift our voices in
awe of quarks and atoms, vast stars and solar systems. Guide us to speak on behalf of
your handiwork. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

As Jesus proclaimed life and freedom in his community, energize communities and na-
tions to eliminate poverty, engage in prison ministry and transformative justice, and
envision new ways of working together for your promised reign. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
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As your word and presence revive the soul, accompany all experiencing depression,
anxiety, or eating disorders; be a source of strength for all affected by memory loss and
their caregivers; draw near to all undergoing medical treatment or surgery. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

As we are made one body in baptism, strengthen all who serve. Renew and inspire all
who use their gifts in this congregation, community, and the world. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

As our faith is strengthened by saints who have gone before us, we remember leaders of
the early church, and beloved friends and family who have died, God of grace,
hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is
revealed among the people.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING PRAYER

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens,
and your abundance to the depths of the seas.
Bless what we offer to your service:

our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts.

Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity,
now and always.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise.....we praise your name and join their unending hymn.
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Words of Institution

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christis risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine.

Bless this feast.
Come, Holy Spirit.
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Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all time and place, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun
and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, As we forgive those
hallowed be thy name, who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come, And lead us not into temptation
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.
on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,

Give us this day our daily bread; and the power and the glory,
‘and forgive us our trespasses, - forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The joy of the Lord is our strength.
Come, eat this meal of gladness.

A T I 7] Y f 1  — } —
[ {4m WY I N1 7 1 ' J | I Y I —
yi_/_ o A > | == 12
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
—Q“#Tm : P ey :
o1t : rem——1 I —1 — ' ] | ‘ f —
3 | I I | 7 ‘H““‘i“_‘—-__i:::j:!:
Y ———3 - > ,L—-ot_____.i
mer -Ccy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the
_Hu# | — —t
A T v — I — ; T Pom— L Y20 Y i —— } '! !'
oy—U ’.} . 7 N { | 1 H - N H 1 , 7/
world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
-4 4 \ —
Ay y 4 o E— — K+ "
oy —+ f .y - - A { 1
& ! < 1 i } Lﬁ"*—‘g____‘y___.; pre
) t i T f ©
world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
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COMMUNION BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Nourishing God,

at this table you have refreshed us

with holy gifts of food and drink.

Strengthen us for service,

and send us out to embody your good news

of liberation and healing for the sake of the world.

In the name of Christ we pray,

Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in his mission to the world.
BLESSING

The Spirit of the triune God
+ bless you with joy,

anoint you with compassion,

and send you in love.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN (see page 14)
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God.
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Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
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I Praise the One
2 Praise the One
3 Praise the one

who breaks the dark-ness with a  lib - er - at-ing light;
who blessed the chil-dren with a strong yet gen-tle word;
true love In - car - nate: Christ,who suf-fered in our place;
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praise the One who frees the pris-‘ners, turn-ing blind-ness in - to  sight.
praise the One who drove out de-mons with a pierc-ing, two-edged sword.
Je .- sus died and rose for man -y that we may know God by grace.
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Praise the One who preached the . gos - pel, heal-ing ev - 'ry dread dis - ease,
Praise the One who brings cool wa - ter to the des-ert’s burn-ing sand;
Let wus sing for  joy and glad-ness, see-ing what our God has done.
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calm-ing storms and feed - ing thou-sands with the
from this well comes liv - ing wa - ter quench-ing thirst in

Praise the one

Text: Rusty Edwartds, b, 1955

ver - y bread of peace.
ev - 'ty land.
re - deem-ing glo - ry; praise the One who makes us one.

Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813
Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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The Week Ahead
Januar5_27——Februar5 2

Monday 1-27 8-1-Office Open
12:30—Cu’t—U‘os
Tuesday 1-28 3-5-Feed My Sheep Food Pantry

11:30-1—Club 55 Drive-thru Pantry

7:30-9:00—Harmonessence
Wednesday 1-29 8-1 Office Open

10:30-Pantry Pick up

Noon-Vdc Lunch Served
Thursday 1-30 8-1-Office Open

' 8:30-Pantry Pick Up
9:30-11:30-Feed My Sheep Food Pantrg
10:30-Martha's Sisters (zoom)

~ Saturday 2-1 9:30-Pdntry Pick up
| 10:30-Pantry Pick up
Sunday 2-2 9:30-Worship
Presiding today:

Rev. Bob Hansen
Michael Graddy—Musician
Andy Velez—Reader

Address—1915 N First Street, DeKalb IL 60115
Phone—815-758-3203
Email—belcdekalb@comecast.net
Facebook—Dbethlehemdekalb

* ¢ o @

Our offering plate is located at the rear of the sanctuary.
We give thanks to God for all of our gifis!

15



Pastor Schedule for January

5-Rev. Sharon Rogers

12-Rev. Sharon Rogers
19-Rev. Bob Hansen
26-Rev. Bob Hansen

If you are in need of pastoral care,
please contact the office at 815-758-3203.

Bethlehem’s Church Council Communications
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Sunday Worship Music Coordinator is Michael Graddy.
Thank you to our Volunteers who share their time and talent.

- Office Hours are Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 8:00am to 1:00pm.

Office needs are served by Barb Luchsinger under the supervision of Sue Ann

Brown.
Sue Ann Brown is our Finance Adminis’grator.
Feed My Sheep Pantry Hours are Tuesday 3:00pm to 5:00pm &

Thursday 9:30am to 11:30am.
The Feed My Sheep Food Pantry coordinator is Karen Maciejewski under the

supervision of Sue Ann Brown. ’
Club 55 Senior Services Hours are Monday through Friday 9:00am to 4:30pm.
Kate Sullivan is the Club 55 Coordinator with Sue Ann Brown as the Bethlehem

liaison.
Facility maintenance, key control or other building concerns are managed by Church

Council.

Church Council Members:
Tammie Farley
Dawn George
Bill Perian
Andy Velez.

Questions?? Please call the Church Office at 815-758-3203 to leave a message fora
Council Member.
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