Welcome to

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Loving God, Serving Other
Baptism of Our Lord
January 12, 2025

Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as
God’s children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty
God when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this day the
heavens open again for this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s Beloved,
Jesus, in bread and wine.



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
our creator,

our protector,

our wellspring of life.

Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess
our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you speak blessing and compassion into the world.
Forgive us for the ways we act

with judgment, cruelty, or indifference.
We ignore the needs of our neighbors;

we resist your call to oppose injustice;

we give in to scarcity and fear;

we assume the worst about one another
Cleanse us from our faults

and release us from their grasp.

Show us your lovingkindness.

Restore our hearts and repair your world,
that we may live in Christ’s ways.

Amen.

God proélaims these words of assurance:
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you.
I have called you by name. You are mine.”

In + Christ, you are forgiven.

In the Spirit, you are made free.
Refreshed by the waters of mercy,
live anew as beloved children of God.
Amen.
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Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters
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1 Wash, O God, our sons and daugh-ters, where your cleans-ing wa-ters flow.

2 We who bring them long for nur - ture; by your milk may we be fed.
3 Oh, how deep your ho-ly wis - dom! Un - im - ag - ined, all your ways!
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Num - ber them a - mong your peo - ple; bless as  Christ blessed long a - go.

Let us join your feast, par-tak - ing cup of bless - ing, liv-ing bread.
To your name be glo-ry, hon - or! Wlth our lives we  wor-ship, praise!
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Weave them gar-ments bright and spark-ling; com-pass them with love and light.
God, re - new us, guide our foot- steps; free from sin and all its snares,
We  your peo-ple stand be-fore you, wa - ter-washed and Spir-it - born.
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Fill, a - noint them; send your Spir - it, ho-ly dove and heart’s de - light.
one with Christ in liv-ing, dy - ing, by your Spir - it, chil - dren, heirs.
By your grace, our lives we of - fer. Re-cre - ate us; God, trans-form!

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844

Text © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company, Nashville, TN.

All rights reserved. Inteenational copyright secured. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
And the communion of the Holy Sp1r1t be with you all.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out  your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . .. for peace in our homes, .. for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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U - ni -ty of all; for
hun - gry and the poor; that
friends and fam - 1 - ly; for
wa - ter and the word; that you
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this ho - ly house, for all who wor-ship and praise,
we may live out .. ... truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, ... . for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls . withyour bod -y and blood,
Refrain
D4t | ‘ . /
) AN, ITE:) N 3 | 1 N N s ]
R e ] ) o
¢ 7 t o
)
let us pray to the Lord, let us  pray to the Lord.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him
as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your
service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.
First Reading: Isaiah 43:1-7

' But now thus says the LORD,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are mine.
> When you pass through the waters, I will be with you,
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through ﬁre you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
3 For I am the LorD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
*Because you are precious in my sight,
and honored, and I love you,
I give people in return for you,
~nations in exchange for your life.
° Do not fear, for I am with you;
I will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west I will gather you;
%1 will say to the north, “Give them up,”
and to the south, “Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth—
" everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory,
whom I formed and made.”



Psalm: Psalm 29

" Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LOorD glory and strength.
? Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name;
_ worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
* The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
“The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;
~ the voice of the LoRrb is a voice of splendor.
°> The voice of the LorRD breaks the cedar trees;
the LorD breaks the cedars of Lebanon,;
% the Lorp makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
"The voice of the LorRD
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
 The voice of the Lorp shakes the wilderness;
the Lorp shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
? The voice of the LorD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
~ And in the temple of the Lorp all are crying, “Glory!”
'“The Lorb sits enthroned above the flood;
~ the LoRrbp sits enthroned as king forevermore.
'O Lorb, give strength to your people;
give them, O LoRrD, the blessings of peace.

Second Reading: Acts 8:14-17

" Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of
God, they sent Peter and John to them. ° The two went down and prayed for them that
they might receive the Holy Spirit ' (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of
them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). '’ Then Peter and
John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God!



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al-le - Iu - ia, al - le - Iu - ia. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Al-le - lu - ia, al ~ le - lu - ia.

The gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 3:15-17,21-22

"% As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concemmg John, whether he might be the Messiah, '° John answered all of them by
saying, “I baptlze you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. '” His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and
to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable

fire.”

?I'Now when all the people were baptlzed and when Jesus also had been baptized
and was praying, the heaven was opened *and the Holy Spirit descended upon him
in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE ¢ REV. SHARON ROGERS
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Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways
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1 Down Gal - i - lee’s slow r1oad-ways a strang-er trav-eled on
2 A - rs-ing from the riv - er he saw the heav-ens torn;
3 We too have found a road - way; it led us to this place.
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from Naz - a - reth to Jor - dan to  be  bap-tized by John.
it seemed the sky so 0o - pen re - vealed the Spir-it’s form.
We all have had to trav - el in search of hope and grace.
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He went down to the wa - ters like sol - dier, scribe, and slave,
The ho - ly dove de - scend-ed a - mid a glo - rious voice:
But now be - side this wa - ter a - gain a voice is  heard.
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but there with-in the - riv - er the sign was birth and  grave.
“You are my own be - lov - ed, my child, my heart, my choice.”
“You are my own, my cho - sen, be - lov - ed of your Lord”

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 19551993
Music: MERLE’S TUNE, Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933
Text @ 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Music © 1983 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.




APOSTLE’S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world,
and all of creation.

A brief silence.

You call us by name and form us. We give thanks for the gift of baptism. Nurture the
baptized and equip people sent to proclaim the good news, especially Young Adults in
Global Mission and international congregations. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your voice sounds over the waters. Speak words of healing over the rivers and lakes,
seas and oceans. Heeding your voice, lead us to care for water, and the land and
creatures it nourishes. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You give strength to your people. Uphold all who serve the common good. Guide
federal and state legislators, city and county officials, judges and juries. Strengthen our
resolve to serve all in need. God of grace, hear our prayer.



You are with us in challenging times. Draw near to all who are ill, undergoing
treatment, or recovering from surgery. Accompany individuals and families affected by
addiction or mental health challenges. Uphold each person as your beloved. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

You draw us into community. Embolden ministries of racial reconciliation, nurture work
on behalf of immigrants and refugees, and equip each to use their gifts for the sake of
neighbors near and far. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You grant us peace. Comfort all who grieve. Dwell with us in this life and, at the last,
join us with the saints whom you have created, formed, and named. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is
revealed among the people.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

| MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING PRAYER

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens,
and your abundance to the depths of the seas.
Bless what we offer to your service:

our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts.

Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity,
now and always.

Amen.

- GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

10



Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise.....we praise your name and join their unending hymn.
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Words of Institution

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine.

na, ho - san - na in

the

Bless this feast.
Come, Holy Spirit.
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Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all time and place, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun
and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, As we forgive those
hallowed be thy name, who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come, And lead us not into temptation
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.
on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,

Give us this day our daily bread; and the power and the glory,
and forgive us our trespasses, forever and .ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The joy of the Lord is our strength.
Come, eat this meal of gladness.
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COMMUNION BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Nourishing God,

at this table you have refreshed us

with holy gifts of food and drink.

Strengthen us for service,

and send us out to embody your good news

of liberation and healing for the sake of the world.
In the name of Christ we pray,

Amen.
~ SENDING :
God blesses us and sends us in his mission to the world.
BLESSING

The Spirit of the triune God
+ bless you with joy,

anoint you with compassion,

and send you in love.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN (see page 14)
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God.

13
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Every Time I Feel the Spirit
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1 Up-on the moun - tain my Lord spoke,
.2 .. Al a - round me looked so fine,
3 Jor-dan riv - er, chilly and cold,
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out of  his mouth came fire and smoke.
asked . .. .. my Lord if all was mine.
chills the bod - ¥y but not the soul.

Text: African American spiritual

Music: PENTECOST, African American spiritual; arr. Melva W. Costen, b. 1933
Arr. © 1990 Mclva W, Costen, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid Hcense.
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Mono{ay 1-13

Tueso(ag 1-14
Weo(neso(oty 1-15
Tkursolag 1-16

So\’two(o\g 1-18

Suno{ag 1-19
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The Week Ahead
Janudrj 13-19

8-1-Office Open

12:30-Cut-Ups

3-5-Feed My Sheep Food Pantry

8-1 Office Open

10:30-Pantry Pick up

Noon-Vac Lunch Served

8-1-Office Open

8:30-Pantry Pick Up

9:30-11:30-Feed My Sheep Food Pantry

10:30-Marthd's Sisters (zoom)

9:30-Pantry Pick up

10:30-Pantry Pick up

9:30-Worship |
Annual Meeting Part 11 following worship

Presiding today:
Rev. Sharon Rogers

Michael Graddy—Musician
Jennifer Ewing—Reader

Address—1915 N First Street, DeKalb IL 60115
Phone—815-758-3203
Email—belcdekalb@comcast.net
Facebook—bethlehemdekalb

Our offering plate is located at the rear of the sanctuary.
We give thanks to God for all of our gifts!
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Pastor Schedule for January

5-Rev. Sharon Rogers

12-Rev. Sharon Rogers
19-Rev. Bob Hansen
26-Rev. Bob Hansen

If you are in need of pastoral care,
please contact the office at 815-758-3203.

Bethlehem’s Church Council Communications
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Sunday Worship Music Coordinator is Michael Graddy.

Thank you to our Volunteers who share their time and talent.

Office Hours are Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 8:00am to 1:00pm.

Office needs are served by Barb Luchsinger under the supervision of Sue Ann
Brown.

Sue Ann Brown is our Finance Administrator.

Feed My Sheep Pantry Hours are Tuesday 3:00pm to 5:00pm &

Thursday 9:30am to 11:30am.

The Feed My Sheep Food Pantry coordinator is Karen Maciejewski under the
supervision of SueAnn Brown.

Club 55 Senior Services Hours are Monday through Friday 9:00am to 4:30pm.
Kate Sullivan is the Club 55 Coordinator with SueAnn Brown as the Bethlehem
liaison.

Facility maintenance, key control or other building concerns are managed by Church
Council.

Church Council Members:
Tammie Farley
Dawn George
Bill Perian
Andy Velez.

Questions?? Please call the Church Office at 815-758-3203 to leave a message for a
Council Member.
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