
 

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 

  A Message from Our Pastor 

       SEPTEMBER  2018 

        Highlights 

 

September 
Leaves turn gold and red 

Sedum goes pink 

Small ones run to the schools 

Older ones strut 

Air and apples are crisp 

Bells and voices ring out 

Sunday school starts 

It’s September 

An end that brings 

 A new beginning 

 

 

Please join us for God’s Work Our Hands Sunday on 

September 9th as we support God’s work around 

the world with our Mission Endowment Fund Re-

cipients for this year.  Sunday School for our little 

ones starts September 16th and both the bell choir 

and the vocal choir start back up in the week after 

that.  Opportunities abound at Feed My Sheep.  

What a great time to invite a friend to come with 

you to these fun activities to continue God’s Work 

Our Hands!  It’s September! 

      Shalom,  

      Pastor Elizabeth 

  

Bethlehem Star 

 

Study Groups & Circles 2 

 

 

Membership Updates 3 

 

    

Just Different  4 

 

 

Ushers, Greeters                   5 

 

   

Hunger Action Month 6 

 

 

Calendar & Miscellaneous 

 



Bethlehem Star      Page 2 

Rebekah Circle—2nd Tuesday of each month—1:30 p.m.— at church in Fellowship Hall 
 
Sarah Circle—2nd Thursday of each month—9:15 a.m.—meets at Oak Crest Retirement 
 
Eve Circle—3rd Monday of each month—6:30 p.m.—meets in members’ homes or church 
 
Martha’s Sisters—1st, 3rd & 4th Thursday—9:30 a.m.—meets in kitchen at church 
 

Lutheran Church Women Circles & Groups Starting Again 

Lutheran Disaster Response: U.S. wildfires 

Lutheran Disaster Response is working with Lutheran Social Services of Northern California and 
the Sierra Pacific Synod to respond to wildfires in California. Together, we can provide support to 
our neighbors who have been affected by these devastating fires. Learn more and donate 
at ELCA.org/disaster 

TANZANIA DEVELOPMENT RUMMAGE SALE 
September 13, 14, 15 

Donations Sought for Tanzania Development Support Yard Sale  
Tanzania Development Support is seeking donations of saleable items for their upcoming yard sale 
fundraiser. The event will take place on Thursday, September 13, through Saturday, September 15, 
from 8 AM - 4 PM at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Fellowship Hall. 
 
Donations can be dropped off before the sale dates by calling Jeanine at 815-901-0393 or Tricia at 
815-899-7043 to schedule a time for drop off or for more details about the sale. Arrangements can 
also be made for donations to be picked up if needed. 
 
Proceeds from the sale will enable TDS to continue its many successful projects that promote edu-
cation of youth, especially girls, and improve the quality of life in the Mara Region of Tanzania. Ad-
ditional information about the TDS projects is available at www.tdsnfp.org. 
 

FYI:  GIFTS & EXPENSE UPDATE FOR JULY 2018 
Expenses YTD    Expenses July 2018 
$108,424.68     $16,187.81 
 
Donations YTD/July    Donations July 2018 
$ 99,870.86     $11,904.00 

It’s time to ring in the new season of Bell Choir! We will be starting again on September 13 at 6:00 p.m. 

in the balcony. We need YOU. We have more bells than we have arms to ring them so we hope you will 

join us in ringing out God’s love. If you can read music (even a little bit) and can count, we will guide 

you the rest of the way. Talk to Lynn Hansen to let her know you are interested. fluteshine@gmail.com 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elca.org%2fdisaster&srcid=173933&srctid=1&erid=37898413&trid=3042e26a-8438-43ca-aa38-44934ef53d16
http://www.tdsnfp.org
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ALL WOMEN ARE INVITED 
to the 

FALL SALAD SUPPER 
ON TUESDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 4 

AT 6:00 P.M. 
Please bring your favorite 
salad to share.  

Cut-Ups Quilters continue their 

work each Monday morning at 

8:30 a.m.  Volunteers are need-

ed for various tasks. No experi-

ence necessary. Join us! 

Membership  Updates, Concerns and Thanks 

Vocal Choir and Bell Choir re-
hearsals begin Thursday, Sep-
tember 13. Join one or both 
choirs if you can! 

Refreshments & Fellowship 
The first Sunday of each month 
is your Sunday to provide and 
serve refreshments. All who are 
not connected to a Circle are 
welcome to help! Sign up on the 

bulletin board in the hallway. 

Thank you, Bethlehem, 
“Your thoughtfulness means so much. I am 
so sorry for taking three months to write a 
thank you. There is absolutely no excuse. 
Your gift is helping me get a new laptop for 
school. Thank you so much.”       Emily R.  If you want to borrow health equipment like 

walkers or wheel chairs from the church, 
please let the office know. 

Offices closed September 3 

SEPTEMBER 9—9:30 A.M. 
Mission Endowment Distribution 

 
Meet the recipients in Fellowship Hall after 
the service to find out more about what they 
do and how our donations could help their 

organizations and programs. 

To the Women of ELCA, 
“Thank you so much for your graduation gift. I great-
ly appreciate everything you have done for me and 
my family, and on making me feel loved, supported 
and at home at Bethlehem.  Thank you so much!” 
                          God Bless,  Noah B. 

Do you know a student going to a 

new college? Refer them to a Lu-

theran Campus Ministry at: 

lumen-networkreferral.org/student-

referrals/ or text “Lumin to 38470 

for online referral link.  

 
“HELLO . . . I am a young Mus-

lim girl (visiting your pantry) 

and I just want to say that your 

church is very nice. I like the 

painting in your chapel too.” 

July Pantry Statistics 

Households served:  400 

People Served:  1,393 

Children Served:  536 

Dear Bethlehem Family, 
“Thank you for your prayers, 

cards, and phone calls I received 

while in the hospital. Thank you 

to Pastor Elizabeth for the visits 

and phone calls.” 

  God’s Blessings, 

  Carl  
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Just Different! 

Below is an excerpt from Lutheran Bible Translators newsletter “The Messenger. . .” 

New Lutheran Bible Translator Kelsey G. was reflecting on one of the new experiences she, 

husband Carl, and their five children have encountered since arriving in Maun, Botswana, to 

begin their first assignment with LBT. 

 

The first several months for missionaries new to the field focuses primarily on language and cul-

ture learning. They have learned a lot already just by attending worship at the Lutheran Church 

in Maun. 

 

Though the liturgy follows a similar structure to what congregations in the US are used to, the 

music is different and Setswana, the national language of Botswana, is used for most of the ser-

vice. After the sermon, everyone reads the Apostles’ Creed together in English. “When we were 

struggling to understand what was going on during our first Sunday in church, reading the creed 

was like a breath of fresh air. We confessed to believing in the same things as our Botswana 

brothers and sisters,” says Kelsey. “We noticed though that people paused in places different 

than we usually do in order to take a breath!  Their cadence wasn’t wrong. It was just different.” 

 

As they stumbled a bit saying the Apostle’s Creed, so has the family stumbled a bit in their daily 

lives. The way people interact is different—their body language, what’s appropriate to say, how 

they greet each other.  “Maun is a melting pot of languages and cultures, and it’s also a tourist 

town. Every day we interact with people from any number of cultures,” Kelsey points out. “The 

benefit is that no one is too offended by our cultural faux pas. The downside is that many of the 

people who live in Maun do not expect strangers to try to learn their language or respect their 

culture. Sometimes we are met with confusion if we try to speak Setswana.” 

 

Any difficulties are vastly outweighed by the benefits of living in Maun. LBT missionaries who 

have lived there in the past were able to pass their knowledge on to the family—where to find 

good housing, schools, grocery stores, and mechanics. Maun is centrally located, making it easy 

to access and work with both the Shiyeyi and Shekgalagari translation projects. “And our kids 

are so happy,” says Kelsey. “Moving five small children internationally is no small feat. But they 

love our house, their school, and all the time they can spend playing outdoors. Because Maun is 

such a cultural melting pot, the kids are making friends from all over the world.” 

 

“We are honored to be a part of God’s work, serving through LBT,” remarks Kelsey. “Pray for us 

as we adapt to all the “different” in our lives here in Botswana. Praise God for the work He has 

begun and that He has promised to bring to completion! To learn more visit us at our website. 

lbt.org 



September is Hunger Action Month 

 

Poverty in America Film to be Shown 
A film “The Line—Poverty in America” will be shown Friday, September 28, at 9:00 a.m. at the the-
ater in the Farm Bureau. This film documents the stories of people across the country living 
at or below the poverty line. They have goals. They have children. They work hard. They are peo-
ple like you and me.  From Chicago’s suburbs and west side to the Gulf Coast to North Carolina, 
millions of Americans are struggling every day to make it above “the line.” The running time is about 
45 min. The purpose of the documentary is awareness. September is Hunger Action Month and 
October is Hunger Awareness Month. We want to create an awareness to members in the commu-
nity in September and then follow it up with the Poverty Simulation in October. All members of the 
community are welcome and the event is FREE. There will be a short panel discussion after the 
documentary. 
 

Poverty Simulation Friday, October 26 (Free) 
The location will be at the theater in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau. The poverty simulation will 
start at 9:00 a.m. and go until 11:30 a.m. University of Illinois extension services will conduct the 
simulation and they are looking for volunteers. The volunteers have to be at the Farm Bureau by 
8:00 a.m. October 26.  If you haven’t gone through one of these simulations, you will find it to be 
eye-opening! 
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Did you know that one in seven people face hunger in Northern Illinois? Bethlehem Feed My Sheep 
Food Pantry, a member of Northern Illinois Food Bank, encourages you to get involved in local hun-
ger relief efforts during the month of September, National Hunger Action Month. 
 
Every week, Feed My Sheep provides nutritious food to about 350-400 people in our community. 
We appreciate all your donations that help sustain the food pantry’s operations. If you have some 
free time, you may also want to consider volunteering for various tasks such as stocking shelves, or 
assisting in food distribution. Contact Pastor Elizabeth for more information.  
 

Some DeKalb County Statistics 
 
Child Food Insecurity Rate    20.3% 
Fair Market Rent for 2 BR Apartment:  $891 
Renters as % of Total Households:  41.5% 
Poverty Rate 2015     16.2% 
Number if People in Poverty (2015)  15,847 

Feeding our Hungry Neighbors 
 
The following is a note from Julie Yurko, President & CEO of the Northern Illinois Food Bank: 
Dear Bethlehem, 
    “I can’t think of a more important school supply than the one you’re providing: consistent,  
nutritious food. 
    Thanks to you, local kids are ready to learn because they have access to healthy meals, snacks 
and groceries through Northern Illinois Food Bank’s child nutrition programs and member agencies. 
    For all you do to care for your neighbors in need. thank you. Together with you, we’re well on our 
way to solving hunger across Northern Illinois.” 
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A Letter from Naberera Parish in Tanzania 

“Shalom Pastor Elizabeth, 
Please receive my greetings for you and the church. I am Pastor Emmanuel Gideon Mollel, the pas-
tor in charge at Naberera Lutheran Parish as well as the District Pastor of our deanery Southern 
Maasai District/Jimbo. 
 
We at the Naberera Parish are very happy to receive your letter brought by Faustina Nillan. We 
thank God that you are continuing the ministry “Feed My Sheep Food Pantry” the work initiated by 
Jesus himself when He was in the world. You have been carrying on now for several years serving 
about 1500 families and others. Congratulations. God bless you. 
 
We are also happy that you are trying to revive our partnership that has been dormant for so long. 
Naberera Parish is growing now having 22 congregations with more than 3200 congregants and 25 
Evangelists. On September 2, we will install/ordain 7 of them so you are warmly welcomed to at-
tend. It is good to hear that in August Rev. Gary Erickson will visit Tanzania. We hope he will visit us 
at Naberera. 
 
From now on let us keep communicating using letters and email. My email is emma-
molle18@gmail.com. Thank you very much and God Bless you.” 
 
        Pastor Emmanuel Gideon Mollel 
        Elct North Central Diocese—Naberera Parish 
 

Property has seen to the repair of the dishwasher. 

Lynnea L. continues to take care of our Facebook and website content.  Please contact her with 
anything you'd like to see up. 

Feed My Sheep served 400 households and 1,393 individuals in June.  We need help with Satur-
day runs to Walmart and Schnucks and someone willing to organize the Saturday team.  

Council voted on a congregation bylaw change which would change how undesignated gifts of 
over $5000 be distributed, 80% general fund, 10% MEF and 10% outreach.  This will be up for a 
congregational vote at the next called congregational meeting.  

Reconciling in Christ Task Force is beginning to work on a congregational statement of inclusion. 

The council continues to work on addressing the questions proposed at our Congregational Infor-
mational Meeting in June.  Another Informational meeting will be planned for late September, early 
October and will include input from the congregation on possible budget proposals for next year. 

The council approved a new finance committee for this year: Jerry J., Tammie F., Don K. and Dick 
S. 

The council approved a request from the Tanzanian Development Support group for use of fellow-
ship hall for a garage sale September 13,14,15. 

The council accepted with regrets the resignation of Noah B. from council.  Thanks for  
your service and best of luck at NIU Noah! 
 

Church Council Highlights 




