
 

Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 

A Message from our Pastor 

       JUNE  2019 

        Highlights 

“Walking  humbly with 

God reflects God’s hum-

ble walk with each and 

every one of us, a walk 

testified to by Jesus.” 

When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in 
one place. 

2
And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush 

of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sit-
ting. 

3
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue 

rested on each of them. 
4
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 

began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  Acts 2: 
1-4 
 

Pentecost 
 
A great name for a “57 Chevy convertible, the birthday of the church, or 
the longest most ordinary time of the church.  
 
Pop quiz:  
What are the three major festivals of the CHURCH year? 
And your answer is… 
Okay, forget for a second that you are reading an entry on Pentecost.  If 
you weren’t, would you have named Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost?  
Really? With God as your witness? 
 
Speaking of WITNESS, Pentecost is all about witness and fire! 
 
Pentecost was the day that the HOLY SPIRIT came and lit a fire—quite 
literally---under the witness of the church.  On the day of Pentecost—fifty 
days after the first Easter—TONGUES of fire appeared on three  
DISCIPLES’ heads, they were filled with the Holy Spirit and they began 
witnessing to Christ.   
 
Some people refer to this as the birthday of the church. Each year the 
church celebrates its birthday—that is, the day the Holy Spirit came and lit 
a fire in us—by marking the festival of Pentecost.  The church also cele-
brates the season of Pentecost, which lasts from the Day of Pentecost  
until the first Sunday of Advent.  It is the longest season of the church 
year.   
 

(Page 128, Crazy Talk: A Not-So-Stuffy Dictionary of Theological Terms) 
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A BIG thank you to 

everyone who helped 

with Sunday School 

this past year! 
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60th wedding anniversary 

celebration 

Jay & Betty  
 

Open House—June 1 
DeKalb Moose  

2 pm 

Membership  Updates, Concerns and Thanks 

Coffee & Fellowship sponsors 
needed for summer Sundays. 
Sign up on bulletin board in 
hallway. 

Congratulations to our 
2019 grads:   
 
Kirsten C. &  
Emilie S. 
 

Garden Volunteers 
 
The Bethlehem garden-
ing group would be de-
lighted with the addi-
tion of a couple new 
members. We are espe-
cially in need of help 
watering during dry 
spells. Please contact 
Pastor Elizabeth if in-
terested. 

Anyone interested in recruiting peo-

ple to help with meals on wheels de-

liveries in October please call the 

church office or talk to Pastor Eliza-

beth. 

Women of Bethlehem— 
“Thank you so much for the wonderful  
service for the seniors as well as the gener-
ous gift. It makes me happy to know there 
is a community here to support me and be-
lieve in me.    Thank you again.”  
   Emilie S. 

Thank you to Ted W. 

and Bill G. for repairing 

our sump pump in the 

basement plus all the 

other things they do 

around the church!!! 

June 14,15 

        June 16 

The Art Box 

308 E. Lincoln Hwy . 
 

Featuring 
 

“Summer Knights” 
Fantastical Comic Book Illustrations 

 

Andy H. 

June 2-19 

 

Opening reception  
Sunday, June 2, 2-4 pm 
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More Thanks! 

 

 

 

Dear Bethlehem, 
“Thank you for your donation of $1000 on March 6, 2019, to support Grace Place Campus Ministry. 
We know we should not take any gifts for granted, especially the gift of your support for the stu-
dents at Northern Illinois University. 
 
Your support allows us to offer a free meal to any student or other community member who stops 
by on Tuesday night. We offer food that feeds stomachs and vibrant worship and community that 
feeds souls. We help raise up Christian leaders so that they might serve others through faith-based 
actions. We offer weekly Bible study to help students orient to future study of Scripture and continu-
ing their life in Christ . 
 
We have had students who began their time at Grace Place totally estranged from the church and 
have since found a home here or at congregations in our Diocese or Synod. This year we even had 
our first baptism at Grace Place in many years! 
 
The past two years have been a time of transition for Grace Place as we search for a new campus 
pastor. That has made some aspects of our ministry more challenging as we strive to maintain our 
high standard for ministry. We are excited about the future, excited to call our next pastor, and ex-
cited for a continued relationship with you. We are grateful for your support. May God bless you in 
all your other ministries as well!” 

Dear Friends at Bethlehem Church, 
“I want to thank everyone who sent Easter 
cards, and birthday cards. I also want to 
thank everyone who called and wished me 
a Happy Birthday. My birthday was on April 
24.” 
   God Bless Everyone, 
   Lorna K. 

Dear Pastor Elizabeth, 
“Many thanks to you, Gretchen, Marilyn and the congregation of Bethlehem Lutheran Church for con-
tributing to the success of the yard sale fundraiser for Tanzania Development Support. The event 
brought in over $4,000! That will buy a lot of books for our recently constructed library in Tanzania. 
We are grateful for the collaborative relationship we have with you and look forward to working to-
gether again.” 
   Sincerely, Tricia D., Treasurer, Tanzania Development Support 

Dear Bethlehem, 
“I am happy to present Bethlehem with a check from the do-

nations we collected at the Friday Night Fish Fry at Feranda’s. 
Thank you for partnering with us and I appreciate your mem-

bers coming out to the Fish Fry. We had an incredible turnout 
and managed to bring in over $2,000 for our local charities, 

serving over 200 guests each week. 
     Some of it was the fish or other foods that our guests 

loved, but it was the conversation that filled our dining rooms, 

the fellowship, the handshakes and smiles of our guests getting 

to know each other that was heartwarming.” 

                                   Feranda’s/Lincoln  Inn 
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DeKalb Municipal Band 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
         

DeKalb Municipal Band 
165 th Summer Season 

Kirk Lundbeck, Conductor 
Dee Palmer Band Shell 
Hopkins Park, DeKalb 
Tuesdays at 8:00 pm 

 
June 

11 Opening Night! 
Vocalist: Maureen Christine 

18 Vocalist: Mike Williamson 
25 Vocalist: Gavin Wilson 

July 
4 Star Spangled Spectacular! 
Vocalist: Karen Manley Kahler 

9 A Tribute to Broadway 
and the Silver Screen! 
Vocalist: Jill McCormick 

16 Vocalist: Denny Vaupel 
23 Vocalist: Terri Goodman 

30 Children’s Concert! 
Vocalist: Zach Harris 

August 
4 Special Elwood House Concert 2:30pm! 

Vocalist: Jill McCormick 
6 The Final Frontier - A Stargazing Concert! 

Vocalist: Gregor King 
13 A Musical Trip Around the World! 

Vocalist: Christine Monterio 
20 Closing Night! 

Vocalist: Deanna Tausch 
165 1854 2019  
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For Your Information 

 
 

 

 

 

 

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE 

Cornerstones of their work: 

¶ Providing emotional & spiritual care 

 

¶ Supplying emergency relief 

 

¶ Assisting developing communities 

 

¶ Addressing long-term recovery 

 

¶ Coordinating volunteers in the US 

 

¶ Promoting disaster risk-reduction 

 

¶ Expanding knowledge and ability 

 
 
 

OPENS JUNE 6 

Church Office Hours: 

 

Monday-Saturday 9:00-1:00 p.m. 

 

Summer Worship Schedule: 

 

Sundays 9:30 a.m. 

No Sunday School 

The Northern Illinois Synod will hold 

their Annual Assembly in June  at  Au-

gustana College. This is the 30th year 

anniversary of the Northern Illinois 

Synod. 

Reach out after an emergency by . . . 

 Eating Chocolate! 
Your dollars make a double-difference this year when you purchase Fair 
Trade Divine Chocolate. You’ll not only support hard working cocoa farmers 
in Ghana, you’ll also help send 500,000 quilts to people in need around the 
world through the Quilt Campaign! 
 
Chocolate changes lives. Visit lwr.org/chocolate or call 888-294-9660 to or-
der.  The LWR Chocolate Project is a partnership between Lutheran World 
Relief and SERRV, a nonprofit organization. 
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Hunger in America 

April Food Pantry Statistics 

Number of households served during the month:  426 
Number of individuals served during the month          1,465  
Number of families on food stamps:                                         136 
Number of households with children under 18:   231 
Number of children under 18 served:    579 

Recycle and do a good deed at 

the same time! Your plastic 

bags are needed at the Food 

Pantry in June. Thank you!! 

 

Happy  

Fatherõs 

Day!  

  June  16  

 
Income from Members/Friends/Other:            $14,938.70 
Expenses                -12,950.48 
April surplus                $  1,988.22 

Bethlehem April 2019 Income/Expense 



 
Bethlehem Star                                  Page 8 

Night by Night at Hope Haven 

Hope Haven is having their annual “Night by Night” campaign to raise funds for the homeless 

living in DeKalb County. For the past 10 years, local churches, schools, businesses, organiza-

tions, individuals and families have sponsored “nights of shelter” to ensure the homeless in our 

community have access to safe shelter, adequate food, and services that promote education, 

life skills and growth. In the last 16 years, as a community, we have raised over $312,000 dur-

ing the “Night by Night” campaign through $25.00 a night sponsorship! 

 

This year, the cost for one night of food, shelter and services is $25.00. Just last year, 23,584 

nights of shelter were provided with 55,359 meals served. They have recently expanded the 

Emergency Shelter by 30 beds and added a Life Skills Day Training Center which offers skill-

building classes, vocational readiness programs, crisis intervention, money management, men-

tal health care, and meals to the homeless and those “at risk” of homelessness.  

 

Through your support, Hope Haven is meeting their mission of helping the homeless transition 

to homes in our community, strengthening the focus on homeless prevention, and reducing the 

recidivism of homelessness for former clients. All of the services, meals and shelter provided to 

the homeless in our community are only possible because of the faith community which started 

PADS almost 30 years ago. To this Hope Haven and the homeless that we serve will be eter-

nally grateful.  

 

Thank you for your involvement in this important mission of serving the homeless with compas-

sion and dignity. You can mail your donation of $25.00 (or more) to: 

 

     Hope Haven 

     1145 Rushmoore Drive 

     DeKalb, IL  60115  

Tuesday, June 25, 10-11:30 a.m. 
Club 55/ 330 Grove Street, DeKalb 

MUST REGISTER BY JUNE 18 TO RECEIVE FOOD 
On Tuesday, June 25, the Northern Illinois Food Bank will partnership with Family Service Agen-
cy—Club 55 to host a food distribution for seniors ages 60 years and older who are residents of 
DeKalb County. This distribution offers supplemental nutritious grocery items such as: 
Fresh produce, protein products, various grains, additional non-food groceries. Please RSVP by 

calling Club 55 at (815) 758-8616 no later than Tuesday, June 18, to register. 
Remember to bring your ID and shopping cart of bag! 

Food Pantry Senior Grocery Market 


